Chairman off Iordan Telecom, 
All Shukri has (pent 22 yean off 
his life afr the service off Hie late 
King Hussein. He knew him, 
and he knows Queen Noar and 
King Abdullah very well. This Is 
what he has to sayi 

KING ABDULLAH 

S idi Abdulah grew up in the 
Hashemite House. He knows the 
e stare of the Hashemites. He con- 
centrated on the military side. 1 differ 
with those people who say his experi- 
ence is not really there. I say that he has 
political experience, bur his military 
experience is more. Its incorrect to say 
that his political experience is not really 
there. 


When you deal with foreign countries, 
which he has been doing for a long time 
now, it is not totally military. There is no 
military relationship between country “A" 
and country “B" that is not based on 
political background. You've got to 
understand the political background to 
build on it. I'm surprised hy people who 
say that he's an expert on military affairs 
with no background in the political field. 

As a politician, he lias a lot in common 
with the late King Hussein. He doesn't 
jump to conclusions and he thinks before 
he makes a decision. 

How? 

i think that he made it very dear himself 
when he said: "1 am going to do things on 
Sayidna's footsteps." This for me is a 
great statement, if he carries on with the 
same policies that Sayidna had along 
these years, this is excellent. 

Marriage to Rania 

Everybody's entitled to marry the woman 
he wants. I don’t see why people are 
stressing the fact chat fan that Princess 
Rania is of Palestinian origin . I don't see 
the point. 


This is very dear. If you go back to His 
Majesty’s statements everywhere, when 
we talked about the PLO, he was in its 
support many times everywhere in the 
world. The support that His Majesty gave 
him [Palestinian President Yasser Arafat| 
at Wye. I don’t think that any other Arab 
country supported the Palestinian cause 
more than Jordan. This support will con- 
tinue. 


I don't see how it is going to be different, 
based an the experience of the people 
who worked with different governments. 
Sayidna during the years will always be 
there. And I’m sure rliaCKing Abdullah 
would choose to consult people with 
experience. But at the end of the day, Sidi 
Abdullah has to make the |final| decision 
on airy Issue. He can take advice from dif- 
ferent people but he has to make a deci- 
sion at the end of the day, 


Of course. One-hundred percent. 


He's a bom fighter. He keeps working day 
and night till he gets things done. This is 
how he is. There is nothing impossible 
for him. He keeps on going till things 
happen. He doesn't let go, which is a lot 
in common with Sayidna. 

Stubborn? 

Not snibbom, persistent. There is a dif- 
ference, not stubborn. 




In a very professional manner. All his sub- 
ordinates at the moment are military. 

And there is one way one military 

system that you apply to your people, if 
you want them to be professional sol- 
diers. You have to deal with them profes- 

siona " y Tough? 

Not tough. Firm. 
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What we have seen in Jordan is that 
the most successful institution is the mil- 
itary institution. And I wish everybody 
else would behave like the military. If he 
applies the military Jp&keround to the 
civillian instltutftftSs, if 1 woulff-te great. 




Tills is how he looked at the country. This 
is how he cared about everybody, when- 
ever he heard somebody was in need of 
help. Every morning, when he first woke 
up, he would immediately check. "Have 
you solved so and so's problem?" This is 
the moment he wakes up in the morning. 
He would check to see if everything was 
carried out. 

This is how a unique relation between 
a leader and his nation was built. It was 
definately unique. 

I knew him as a leader, as a King, as a 
teacher, as a gentleman. And he's tough 
when he needs to be tough. And he's 
very humane. He doesn't like to see any 
wrong-doings, especially when it affects 
the people's well-being, their lives. This is 
the man he was. 

I said he would be rough when he 
believed in what he was doing, he foughr 
for it all the way. 


On the peace talks he fought for every 
inch of occupied Jordanian territory, 
every last inch of it. because lie was right. 
Then when it came to the water, yes, he 
got what is rightfully ours. This is some- 
thing that you cannot be nice about. You 
have to get what you must have. 

He looked at Jordan as a family. He 
always said the Jordanian family. And ir 
you are the head of a family, you don't 
want to see any of your children withour 
education, hungry or living in the open. 
And if lie's sick, you look after him. 

Jhijjs how lie looked 1 SftPrjo^dan, as a 
familyVhfli he wap^ie head of. ' 


Sayidna listen different 


We al|h«re tb remember) tlgt ting Sayidna alvfcl?? list 
Abdullffli \a Has I retire. #hd ^ihoug[h«ron a certjftr 
Hashermj^^isrdricaUy,- hagj&^ays e nt people.*? urtf tilt 
been Ills own rflfl 

responsibillnffs^moT Ihy’jfcye always to repeat^NsEtairTve 
been siiccessfulirnHhifHflg them. He will "Their matters are 
succeed in turning these responsibilities them. And when you 
into successes no matter how big they pat h of Cod." |Wa 
are. And they are up to die challenge, beinahom... Wa itlia i 
whatever comes up. .I’m not talking just | t ' s you r decision a 
about my experiences with Sayidna, but T hj s j s how Sayidna t 
also the historical facts. They have always 
carried tremendous burdens, they have HOW doP 
always met up with challenges and they ' in Irw 
have always succeeded. They've always JHjtx!. 

set good examples. I think King Abdullah * n 0l,r constitution, 
is part of that. appoints the prii 


Sod ^ rhougfhu^on a cert/fin issue, from differ- 
f ays ent people .*?urtit th^jadjQ£the day. he 
ous ^ffiSae-w^liis own rflind. He always used 
to repeafctaeOairTverse from the Koran: 
will "Their matters are consulted between 
ties them. And when you decide, go with (lie 
hey path of Cod." |Wa nmrahom sliurah 
*g e > beinahom... Wa itlia azimta, fatwakal...] 
just | t - s your decision at the end of the day. 
but This is how Sayidna took decisions. 


THE LATE 
KING HUSSEIN 

T he King has a special place in every- 
body's heart in Jordan. Due to my 
years of service, I got to leam a lot. 
Everyday you leam something new. You 
leam how to be patient, how to be deter- 
mined. You leam now to look after every- 
body In the country, absolutely every- 
body. 

Sayidna used to always say “ serving 
people Is a duty" even when he was sick, 
this includes anything [that the people| 
are suffering from. It is a duty to do tint. 









In our constitution, it is very dear. The 
King appoints the prime minister. Sayidna 
puts down the polity of the government. 
Now it is up to the government to see 
that every word in the Letter of 
Designation is implemented. It is their 
responsibility, their risk. This is the con- 
stitution ofjordan. The King appoints the 
prime minister, the prime minister gets 
directives from the King of what lie 
expects this government to do, and it is 
the responsibility of the government to 
carry it out perfectly. They have to work 
out the details. The King gives the gener- 
af policy. They work out die details. 


daily work 

He does not unless he has to. 


No. never a one-man show. At the 
moment, ymi have a parliament, you 
have a government and you have a judi- 
ciary. On top nl this, is the King. It's never 
been a one-man show. The guard, the 
well-being of the country, the total well- 
being of the country is the King's respon- 
sibility. 

Sleep 

Sometimes he slept very few hours 
because of certain issues, because of cer- 
tain problems in the area, the region in 
general, not necessarily in the country. 


No special hours. But lie used to keep 
working until lie was done with the day's 
issue. This could be till the early hours of 
the morning. 

Anger? 

He never gets angry. He always risks a 
question: “Why is this going on?” He 
directs, then gives advice on how to do 
' things right. 


This is not his type. Never. I have never 
ever seen him shouting. Never. 


ffirronito? 

Because he was always dear. He was 
always consistent. He has never changed 
his position on certain issues. This is why, 
and after all these years he became a ref- 
erence of worid leaders on Middle East 
affairs. 


He always made you feel relaxed, always 
. made you feel at home, always treated 
you as part of the. family. I wish all 
; employers [iVoiildl [treat their. employees 
the way he [did]. And this applies to; 


everybody. To all the people who r 
working for him. 

I don’t mean only prime ministemr 
army commanders and the likes offc 
only. Everyone. 



Very efficient. Vbry precise. You ir 
exactly what Sayidna wants. We 
exactly what was the primal ptodw 
expected of you. 


♦he Presi. 

We never did as an office. It was «** 
duty to interfere in the press. IV & 
have any responsibilities towards d 
press. We have a minister of infonw- V 
who has tutal responsibility. v. 

QUEEN NOOsj 

S he is a a very hardworking F*ji 
She has been a tremendous WV 
Sayidna. especially in the ' 
years when Sayidna was not fcdfoi >■ J, 
She's a tremendous mother, who £•: 

after her children perfectly. • .•••. ■ 
She cares a lot for the i. 

people ofjordan. She's invplvfjf ■ 

charities, she’s Involved, in »£•.. 
rights. She’s involved in the :!- 

the children, involved In | 

outside Jordan. This is how sfe ^^ 
even working very late h 0 ** 5 ^ & 

early -morning work 

hard worker and ' tremdndoW. ^ j. 
inside and outside. " ■ ' ' 

: ; She's Very warm. She's ^S? .^ ; 
with. Easy-going. Calm and Off • , 

■i. . '.I*- 1 -, ls 
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H is Royal Highness Prince 

Hassan. the King's uncle and 
former Crown Prince, vowed to 
stand by his two nephews, yesterday, 
saying that he will make available his 
experience and knowledge to help His 

Majesty King Abdullah in his new post. 

■T stand in the eyes of God. country 
and our proud people, as a brother an 
supporter of Your Majesty and your 
Crown Prince. I shall never deny either 
or you any affection, knowledge or 

support, just as l gave to my brother El 

Hussein bin Tala! throughout my life, 
asking God to "grant you success and 
make steady your steps in your faith 
and reign." 

Even though Prince Hassan has pub- 
licized his total support for King 
Abdullah upon his appointment as 


Lrown nunc, r- - 

he was unhappy with the late King 
Hussein's decision to remove him from 
the post he held for 34 years, especial- 
ly among the foreign media. Some 
claimed that he would soon quit the 
projects he launched and abandon the 

King. . 

In his letter, the Prince also made it 
dear that he stands in support at the 
appointment of Hannah as Crown 
Prince saying that his name was that of 
Hamzeh bin Abdul Mutaleh. Prophet 
Mohamad's unde. 

“Through Your Majesty. 1 send my 
heartfelt congratulations hi Hamzeh. 
the heir to your blessed reign- He car- 

■ ries the name of the first .nan to pre- 
sent the nation with the virtue of 
familial solidarity, guided as he was to 


embrace the faith by his desire to tally 
around a member of his family and 
having rushed to support, protect and 
uphold the dignity of his near kin." 

The Prophet's uncle, who had not 
followed his nephew's religion, learnt 
that non-Hashemite Qureishi leader 
Abu Jaliel had attacked the Prophet. 
Upon hearing the news, he slashed 
Abu Jahel's forehead with a weapon he 
had in his hand. Abu Jahel was sur- 
prised and questioned Hainzeh's reac- 
tion, who explained that he would 
never allow any attacks on a member 
of his family. He then proceeded to 
declare his Islam. Thereafter, the lion 
hunter by profession, became known 
to Muslims as the lion of God. protect- 
ing them from the bullying or non- 
believers. 


It seems. Prince Hassan's reference 
to the historical story was meant as a 

message that the Hashemites will 
always stick by each other as a unified 
family. 

However, others saw another mes- 
sage in the reference. 

“What Prince Hassan is saying by 
referring to Hamzeh is that he will be 
the protector of his two nephews, 
through his experience and knowledge 
he accumulated in the long years of 
service under His Majesty King 
Hussein," said a journalist who asked 
not to he named. "Remember, that lie 
is the uncle of the King and Crown 
Prince, just like Hamzeh was the unde 
of the Prophet." 


Hi" Majesty the Late King Hussein's funeral on back page and pagelB 
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COMMON JORDANIANS FLOCK TO | new king passes first 
PALACE TO SHARE GRIEF WITH KING TEST with flying colors 


AMMAN (Agencies) — After a 
day or poniji and elaborate cer- 
emony lor rhe finical of King 
Hussein, it was the turn of 
ordinary people on Tuesday to 
offer their condolences ro the 
grieving Royal 

Family. St reaming in from 
desert camps and faraway vil- 
lages, people passed sorrow- 
fully through the r oyal palace 
to offer sympathy lo King 
Abdullah and prayers for the 
late monarch. 

In a separate ceremony. King 
Hussein's widow. Queen Noor, 
and oilier female family mem- 
beis held private prayers at 
King Hussein’s grave. 

The half-hour visit by Queen 
Naur was her first to the grave. 
Muslim custom had prohibited 
their presence at Monday's 
funeral when King Hussein was 
laid r» rest amid hundreds of 
world statesmen. 

Queen Noor and King 
Abdullah's wife. Princess Rania, 
woie white head scarves as 
they stood over the grave. 
After flic* prayers, she wept. 

Mack-flagged streets in rhe 
capital were deserted yester- 
day. most shops were shut and 
although schools remained 
dosed until Saturday children 
were nor playing their usual 
games outside their homes. 

Embassies across the capital 
flew their flags at half mast 
while huge black banners hung 
from public buildings looking 


f 
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down on rhe ghost town that 
Amman has become. 

Recitations from the Koran, 
the Muslim holy book, filled 
the air Tuesday morning, wail- 
ing across Amman from the 
capital’s mosques. 

Znliran Palace in central 
Amman • the home of the late 
King Hussein’s late mother - 


,.K 

was opened up to allow the 
women of Jordan ro console 
Queen Noor and rhe late King 
Hussein's sisrers and daugh- 
ters. dressed in the traditional 
black robes and white mourn- 
ing head scarves. 

At the palace, crowds began 
forming outside the gates 


: wMv mmmm 
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before dawn. The line of 
mourners in simple Bedouin 
robes and ill-fitting dark suits 
waiting to shake King 
Abdullah’s hand was a distinct 
contrast to the staggering 
array ot presidents, prime min- 
isters and kings who had paid 
their last respects to King 
Hussein the day before. 


Bill, perhaps, there* was 
greater significance in the 
King's sharing his gricT with 
ordinary Jordanians. Oflicials 
hope that King Abdullah can 
quickly cement the deep loyal- 
ty and popular support 
enjoyed by Ins father. 

The bonds forged by the lute 
King Hussein wirh tile Bedouin 


<"hes of the kingdom m 
vital element of the naiitf, ' 
stability, highly valued lj 
Western and Arab leaders 
After beginning his reigr, c 
•'JSZ. the late King Hus»~ 
started piojccts to bring els 
iricily and other develops 
tu all corners of the poor c«ir 
try. 1 le also welcomed opinio 
from Bedouin leaders &■ 
domestic affairs. 

"It is going to be diffet: 
wit limit Hussein among usT.: 
we believe Abdullah will K 
line. This cub is from the lit 
King.” said Sheikh Sami 
Armimti. 57. who waited wt 
tliiuisands of others to tries 
King Abdullah in the thro-; 
chambei, where King Hussein i 
body had lain in state « 
Monday. 

King Abdullah, who lias ir,l 
cated that lie will continue K- 
father's moderate puliik 
held 51 meetings with visinc. 
heads of slate on Monk 
evening alter the funeral. 

Some of the hundreds of du 
Hilaries lud pm aside presiA 
problems tu hasten toAmnr 
for the ceremony: US Preside" 
Hill Clinton, facing an impeach 
menl trial at home, led adds 
gat ion iff three form" 
American presidents, and $ 
mg Russian President Bom 
Yeltsin spent only a few hoeR 
in Jordan before flying back® 
Moscow. 


AMMAN (AFP) — Jordan s new 
King Abdullah II passed an 
early, first test on the interna- 
tional and Middle East stage 
with flying colors at the state 
funeral of his father. 

Standing composed under 
die scrutiny of the world's cam- 
eras, the 37 -year-old King met a 
full cast of international lead- 
ers, most of whom did not even 
know him until two weeks ago 
when he was named Crown 
I'rince. 

While undoubtedly weak- 
ened by the loss of statesman 
and peacemaker King Hussein, 
Jordan and its new King hosted 
the world's elite for what 
turned out to be a dignified and 
well-choreographed funeral on 
Monday. 

Inevitably, it will take lime 
lor the new King to emerge 
from the shadow of his father 
who died of cancer the previ- 
ous day after a reign of almost 
half 3 century. 

Rut alongside the mountain 
of tributes For his late father, 
the political novice has begun 
to build up his own impressive 
portfolio of accolades. 

US President Bill Clinton, 
whose administration sees King 
Abdullah as "a chip off the old 
block," gave him the American 



seal of approval after a meeting 
on the sidelines of the funeral. 

"I have great confidence in 
the young King ol Jordan, lie 
clearly understands his mis- 
sion." said Clinton, wlm oil 
Saturday asked Congress to 
release S300 million in aid to 
Jordan. 

Iordan's foreign debt has 


risen ro S6.8 billion since the 
1990-1991 Gulf crisis, a low 
point In the King's career. 

"This is a very, very impres- 
sive man who has the delt 
touch of his father bm will cer- 
tainly put his own stamp on it” 
US National Security Advisor 

Sandy Berger told reporters. 
Praise also poured in from 


British Prime Minister Tony 1 
Blair and French President \ 
Jacques Chirac. 

"King Abdullah has many of 
the same characteristics as his 
father." agreed Blair. He is "a 
man of considerable personal | 

intelligence and ability and l 

energy, and that, I think, is of I 
great comfort to Jordan." | 

The French president who 
likewise met the King after rhe 
funeral voiced confidence that 
Jordan, a lynch pin of the crisis- 
hit Middle East peace process, 
would keep un the same course 
or moderation. 

" Tlie King has broad shoul- 
ders and certainly lie will assure 
the continuity of the actions of 
bis father. I'm convinced of 
that.” he said. 

“Saudi Arabia, your second 
country, assures you of the I 
brotherly ties between us. We | 
wish you success” said King | 
Fahd. 

According to a Jordanian lor- 
f eign ministry source, the Gulf 
Arab monarchies plan to pump 
. investments into Jordan and 

l reopen their borders to its 

workers. 

The Emirates has already 
>r t ransferred S 1 00 million i nto 
Jordans central hank to sup- 
m port the dinar. 


ThP Cruel Hand of Fate 

King Hussein returned to reunite with his Jordanian family 
who had lived the days and nights of his illness in prayer, hope, 
understanding and belief in the mercy ol God following is 
Majesty's exemplary role in conceding to accept whatever the 

Lord may bring. , .... , . 

Nothing had been spared in trying to save the life ol a Mitt 
loved King who had. in the years of his reign, given Ins all to his 

nation. . , . 

Unfortunately, no matter how hard we may try at times, t lie 
cruel ironical hand of fate lashes out to mb us of our most chcr- 

W 'nt pliysic.il and psychological agony of the past fcw memths 
were shared between the Monarch and his people. When he 
pained, the nation felt it. 

Now. as he is laid to rest. Ills memory will lorevei hn^r on 
and his soul shall remain alive amidst this huge family who knew 
him. loved him and believed in hint. 

We shared out King's joy and sadness, his pains and gams and 
were there lor him and with him every step of ilw way. gist li v 
he lias always been with us. 

In the month* past, the psychology ol our entire coimiry was 
put to the test as it waited and wondered about His Majors 

I Now, the wail is over and reality, as cruel as it may he. pre- 
vails. Our long-loved King departs us. leaving his memmy and 

* L The Mi.naich and his people stalled the journey to combat 
cancer even while he was away tat physical proximity. V-t. he 
returned to be with us. accepting and expecting reality to prv- 

Therefore, despite our inner pain, we should not allow ««u- 
selves to indulge in misery, gloom and lenimse. Hut we are 
obligated to pick up and move on with hope in the luture and in 
the beginning ol a new era. 


PRINCE HASSAN 'INDISPENSABLE 
IN JORDANIAN POLITICS 



QUEEN NOOR RECEIVES THE 
CONDOLENCES OF JORDANIAN WOMEN 


■ AMMAN (AP) — In the end. it was she who 
comforted them. 

At Amman's Ottoman-era Zahran Palace, 
an endless line of Jordanian women - in 
black Bedouin robes, in army fatigues, in 
chic business suits - came one by one 
Tuesday to pay their condolences to Queen 
Noor. 

She didn't merely receive them; she 
embraced them. 

Arab Muslim tradition mandates the pub- 
lic separation of men and women during the 
most emotionally charged and religiously 
significant moments of funeral rites. 

So Queen Noor - an architect from 
Washington D.C. who took her husband's 
religion when she married him 21 years ago 
- was not present Monday when King 
Hussein’s body was ritually washed and 
scented with musk, prayed over in the 
palace mosque, bonne by mourners to the 
royal burial ground, and lowered into a 
stone-lined grave clad in a simple white 
shroud. 


Queen Noor saw her husband's grave for 
the first time only on Utesday. when she and 
immediate family gathered at the gravesite 
at dawn for private prayers. 

The Queen spent the funeral day largely 
sequestered, in the company of the other 
royal women and visiting dignitaries like 
Hillary Rodham Clinton. On Tuesday, howev- 
er, the gates of the palace were opened to 
ord inary Jordanian women. 

Tlie 47-year-old Queen Noor, tall and slen- 
der in a dose-fitting black jacket and long 
black skirt, her pale face free of any makeup, 
stood at the head of a royal women's receiv- 
ing line, with a queue of visitors stretching 
out the door. 

As the women approached, she stroked 
their cheeks, cradled their faces in both 
hands, enfolded them in her arms, bent to 
peer intently into their eyes. One stern-look- 
ing middle-aged aripy officer, in fatigues and 
a black beret, sobbed jn the Queen’s arms. 

There was po question of breaking with 
the tradition of separation for the King’s 


funeral, even though Jordan's brand of Sum 
I slam lends toward the tolerant and secular* 
minded. 

The women visiting Queen Noor on 
Tuesday said they did not feel left out, efther 
from funeral rites or the mates-oiily 
tion for the new King taking place acra» 
town. 

"We are among ourselves, and we rank 
ourselves," said one middle-aged mom** 
hand in hand with a female friend. 

Although Queen Noor. was to spend iw 
next two days, eight hours a day, 
she received each woman as if she wflfijk 
first mourner, pausing only momentarily W 
adjust the white headscarf draped bpW 
over her long blond hair. • ■ 

“It's as if she was the one to give condo- 
lence, not 1," a red-eyed Insaf Kadrasheh. " 
who heads a women's sendee oiganiMW^ 
said after she emerged. "She held 
really held them like this” - she dasp ^ 1 
reporter's hands for emphasis* :squeezW*i 


Amman fDPA) — Prince 
Hassan, the late King Hussein's 
brother, and until last month 
heir to the Hashemite throne, 
will continue to be a major 
player in the Kingdom's politi- 
cal scene, alongside the new 
King Abdullah, say analysts in 
the Jordanian capital. 

Prince Hassan served in the 
shadows of King Hussein for as 
lQ ng as most Jordanians can 
remember, and will resume his 
pivotal role as a policy-maker 
In Jordan. 

King Abdullah, who was 
thrust into leadership by sur- 
prise as far as many Jordanians 
concerned, Is still not a 
familiar face to most of the 
world's leaders. 

The new King has not yet 
rounded up his own cadre of 
aides and advisors and it 
remains to be seen whether he 
. re, y on the late King's 
. inner circle of advisors. 

however, many in Jordan 
6 Dbser ved with interest the 
■; p U , ppt,rt rhe farmer Crown 
f;- " ncc h« given Abdullah 


since the latrer's appointment 
as the new heir to the throne 
last month, only two weeks 
before King Hussein's death. 

But sources close to the 
Royal Family say that Prince 
Hassan had accepted the late 
King's decision to replace him 
with King Abdullah "with dig- 
nity and respect for King 
Hussein's wishes.” 

Prince Hassan has conspicu- 
ously stayed by King 
Abdullah’s side since he was 
replaced as heir. Indicating full 
backing to his nephew, Prince 
Hassan was by the new King s 
side as King Abdullah walked 
into Parliament on Sunday, to 
take the constitutional oath of 
monarchy hours after King 
Hussein died. . 

Following the death of King 
Hussein. Prince Hassan Is said 
to have joined in the Immedi- 
ate family's vigil by the body of 
the late King. ] 

The move symbolizes; the 
unity of the Hasheitilie 

dynasty. - 

• Aides to Prince. Hassan say 




that the Prince plans to contin- 
ue his traditional : ro!e in trying 
. ro revive the Kingdom's failing 
economy, as the late King 
Hussein had wished him to do. 
i Prince Hassan, who was 
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; appointed heir to the throne in 
1965, was the late King's main 
economic advisor and has 
.strong tics with the Kingdom's 
economists and private bus!* 
ness community. 
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BAGHDAD (AFP) — King Abdullah II is 
seeking in sminglhcn Ties with 
Raghrfnd, Iraq's official INA news 
agency said Tuesday. 

He said Jordan "wanted to pursue 
bi la re rul relations and examine ways 
of developing them in ilie interest of 
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ISLAMABAD (AFP) - The Taleban said 
Tuesday Saudi dissident Osama Ren Laden 
was free in leave Afghanistan, but he will m>i 
be forced out. the Afghan Islamic Press (All 1 ) 
reported. 

The decision was taken by the Taleban lead- 
ership after considering the latest US request 
for Rett Laden in he expelled. Taleban 
spokesman Abdul Mutuincn mid the Pakistan- 
bawd private inlormaunn service. 

“Osama lieu Laden can leave Afghanis tun if 
lie wishes ton and we will have no objection. 
Bui the Taleban will never force him to leave 
the country," Mitinuicn said. 

lie said the Taleban was still waiting for evi- 
dence in support allegations that Ren l.ulen 
was a terrorist mastermind. 


"It is «m injustice to exert pressure on the 
Afghan government without furnishing any 
proof." Mutmaen said. 

US Assistant Secretary of State Karl 
Inderfurth. iu a meeting here last Wednesday 
with Taleban deputy Foreign Minister Maulvi 
Abdul Julii demanded Ben Laden be expelled 
from his Afghan sanctuary. 

Ben Laden has been charged by the United 
Stares with masterminding the bloody bomb- 
ings nf two US embassies in east Africa last 
year that killed mine than 200 people. 

The US government has offered a five mil- 
lion dollar reward for his arrest, and last 
August carried nut cruise missile strikes on 
liis alleged training camps inside Afghanistan. 


SANAA (AFP) — German Foreign Minister 
Joschka Fischer arrived in Yemen Tuesday at 
the start of a two-day visit, declaring that 
relations between the two countries were 
"excellent." 

Fischer told the SABA news agency that 
his country intended to "continue its sup- 
port for development in Yemen," regarded 
as one of the poorest countries In the world. 

Germany is one of Yemen's principal aid 
donors, having provided it with about 1.3 
billion marks (S720 million) over the past 20 
years in the form of direct aid and loans. 

In 1097, Germany gave Yemen 43 million 
marks (528 million) to support its develop- 
ment projects, 


the two bmihcrly people," the Ties between Baghdad and Amman mviit for 4.8 millimi tunes of Iraqi helc»re the de.itli uf King HuiSeir 
agency said. have thawed following two crises, crude in 1999. new King pledged to continue * 

The King’s vow came during a one in 1995 and the other at the The late King's ileuih on Sunday traditional policy" of Jordan > 

meeting Monday in Amman with Iraqi beginning of 1995S. was announced with no comment in Iraq. 

Vice President Talta Muhieddin Mai uf In February, ilie two countries Iraq. Rut lie i tiled out in present o»- 

who was attending the funeral for the signed an economic cooperation pact In an interview published by Arahii stam.es “a rehabilitation uf the 
laic King Hussein. and renewed injaimaiy an oil agioe- language daily Al llay.u on Sniurd.iy. regime." 
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Trade between the two countfh* . 
worth nearly 163.1 million marks ,n . 
with the balance clearly in favor ofC w 
which exports agricultural machines’' .v 
des and chemicals to Yemen and imp*® ... 

Fischer's visit to Yemen comes onlyl*f 
days after the release of two Germ^ , 
mother and son, who were kidnapP^ 
tribesmen on Jan. '26. 

It was the latest in a series ol kidn«P^ - 
of foreigners in Yemen, several of • 
involving German nationals. 
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ALBRIGHT IS ASSURED KING ABDULLAH 


WILL CONTINUE FATHER'S QUEST FOR PEACE 






WASHINGTON (API- Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
says she has assurances 
from King Abdullah that lie 
will “carry his father’s flag” 
in pursuing peace in the 
Middle East. 

Promising to help the new 
monarch, Albright in an 
Associated Press interview 
Monday cautioned Iraq 
against any intimidation of 
its smaller, pro-Western 
neighbor. 

“We have made it clear to 
Saddam Hussein that were 
he to threaten any of his 
neighbors it would be a 


grave mistake, and we 
would be prepared to act," 
Albright said. “And that goes 
for Jordan." 

In a wide-ranging conver- 
sation, Albright also made it 
clear she expects Israel to 
go ahead with its promised 
pullback on the West Bank 
despite repeated Israeli 
charges that the Palestinians 
are not carrying out all the 
promises they made in the 
Wye accords in October. 

“From our perspective," 
Albright said, “the Israeli 
government and the Israeli 
Knesset agreed to Wye and 


whatever else is going on 
we believe the implementa- 
tion should go on." 

The process is in a slump, 
though, and Prime Minister 
Benynmin Netanyahu has 
vowed not to give up more 
than the 2 percent he has 
relinquished unless Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestinian National 
Authority takes tougher 
action against activists. 

“We keep pressing them," 
Albright said of the 
Palestinians and Arafat, who 
visited here last week and is 
due back in April. 

In looking at the Middle 


East, the death of King 
Hussein and prospects for a 
successful succession in 
Jordan were mostly on 
Albright's mind. 

Two weeks ago, she made 
an unscheduled stop in 
Amman to size up King 
Abdullah, who had just been 
named the new heir to the 
throne by his dying father, 
and to offer him financial 
and other assistance. 

“I think we know quite a 
lot abour him," Albright 
said. 

“He is somebody who has 
been really dedicated in 


terms of fulfilling his 
father's wishes. What I was 
very impressed with was 
that he made it very clear - 
the phrase he used is '] am 
going to carry my father's 
flag' • and that was in rela- 
tionship to continuity in for- 
eign policy and his dedica- 
tion to the peace process." 

Clearly she was impressed 
with the 37-year-old 
monarch, and the network 
he already is building with 
Arab leaders of his genera- 
tion. 

However, she added, "He 
has a good attitude, and he 
strikes me as somebody who 
has a lot of promise." 

President Bill Clinton on 
Saturday registered US sup- 
port for the King by promis- 
ing to accelerate S300 mil- 
lion in aid. 

State Department 

spokesman Janies I 1 . Rubin 
said Monday about SI bil- 
lion in assistance was 
planned over the next three 
years. 

J o rd a n has s u ffe red a 
drought and is in poor eco- 
nomic shape. 

On his last stop in 
Washington, Albright said, 
the late King Hussein for the 
first time in his long reign 
specifically asked for finan- 
cial support. 

Albright said the Clinton 
administration may have to 
make some “further assess- 
ments” of Jordan's strategic 
situation. In the meantime, 
she warned Baghdad that 
"we are very close to Jordan 
and that Jordan plays an 
important role.” 

The late King Hussein 


signed a peace treaty* 
Israel in 1994. His deatb^ 1 
raised questions about 1 
future or relations befo c 
the two countries i 
peacemaking across a ^ 
Mideast spectrum. 

William Quandt, who k! - 
a national security aiw 
to President Jimmy Cark 
said he would be very s>.- 
prised if the peace tier 
between Israel and jwdj 
came unglued. 

"The peace will renu: 
but it may not be so ton’ 
Quandt, a government 
fessor at rhe University 
Virginia, said in an ini n - 


The late King Hussein b 
a unique credibility *r 
Israelis, blit King Abdullah 
unknown and faces a prei 
leni of gaining credibility i 
Jordan and the Arab woe 
at large, he said. 

“This isn't rhe crucial «!• 
ment in the Middle Ec 
equation,'" Quandt ». 
"What happens is up tot 1 
Israelis, the Palestinians*.' 
the Americans ro »• 
through," Quandt said. 

Jon B. Altcrman, an fl 1 :- 
lyst with the US Institute' 
Peace, a federally final*: 
research group, also rau r; 
questions about h f ! 
Abdullah. 

“While Abdullah may h 
committed to the p* 21! 
process, There is no iwy'k 
he can be a trail blazer & r 
the peace process the 
Ills father was," Altermi’ 
said. , 



UNITED NATIONS (API - The UN 
General Assembly postponed an 
emergency session on Israel's settle- 
ment policies to pay Tribute to King 
Hussein of Jordan, whose country 
had pressed for the debate. 

Israel stood alone at the General 
Assembly during the first day of 
debate on Friday, defiantly defend- 
ing Its settlement policies while 
ambassador after ambassador 
denounced its actions in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

But on Monday the Jordanians, 
Palestinians and Israelis were united 
in mourning the King. 

Calling rhe King's death a pro- 
found loss, Jordan's UN Ambassador 
Hasan Abu Nimah said lie would 
leave a great void in the Middle East, 
especially in the area of peace-build- 
ing. But he said King Abdullah would 
continue Jordan's role in the region. 

Palestinian .delegate Nasser Al 


Kidwa called the King "a visionary, 
and a noble and courageous servant 
of the Arab people" who had been a 
fervent architect of peace. 

Echoing this view, Israel's UN 
Ambassador Dore Gold said tile King 
had demonstrated how trust for 
leaders could be transferred to trust 
between peoples - and he said rhe 
trust between Israel and Jordan held 
lessons for Arab-lsraeli relations. He 
also noted that the late King Hussein 
believed that peace meant reconcili- 
ation. 

There were other tributes, too, 
from Uruguay’s UN Ambassador 
Didier Opertti, the General 
Assembly's president, who said the 
King would inspire people through- 
out the world to stay on the road to 
pence, and never to give up on 
achieving that goal. 

Deputy US Ambassador Peter 
Burleigh called King Hussein “one of 


the finest and ‘most courageous 
statesmen of this century" and 
pledged that the United States 
would stand by King Abdullah and 
work harder to accomplish the 
King's twin goals of peace and pros- 
perity. 

The emergency debate on Israeli 
settlements will resume Tuesday 
afternoon. 

The Jordanians and Palestinians 
wanr the General Assembly ro adopt 
a resolution backing a special con- 
ference of the countries that signed 
die Geneva conventions that would 
exclusively discuss the settlement 
issue. 

They claim Israel is violating the 
Geneva conventions, which say an 
occupying power must guarantee 
the protection of civilians iii the area 
it occupies. 
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unsrflW (AP) — lhcsideni Boris 
* i„'s health was ' lnrinjl l ' llL "“ li,y “V 1 

he was resting at a sa.,it,m„n ..ulst.l, 
Moscnw after returning abruptly l"»n 
', h e funeral of King Huml-iii. nllKuls 

Kremlin spokeswoman said she lu>l 
„ information on Yeltsin’s plans and 
whether Ik would have any meetings ..r 

juend other events. 

Yeltsin returned to Moscow I ale 
Monday after Jordanian olluials said 
llul the Russian leader received 
unspecified medical treatment bel.uv 
his sudden departure from Amman. 
Yeltsin's spokesman. Dmiuy Yakushkin. 
denied Monday there had been any 
nuilical treatment. Yakushkin did not 
■i.w why Yeltsin cut sheut his trip 
Ionian. • 

While Yeltsin's doctors had advised 
him not to make the journey, the obeli 


ailing f»B-vear old president has ignored 
doctors' older* belore. 

Yeltsin, who is recovering from an 
.ulcer, spout about six hours in Amman 
before suddenly leaving the funeral cer- 
emony. As other leaders were filing past 
King Hussein's coffin, Yeltsin emerged, 
gut into bis car and was driven away. 

Hours later, Yeltsin arrived in Moscow 
looking tired but walking without assis- 
tance. He was greeted by Prime 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov, who has 
liiken over many of the president's d.iy- 
l< ,-clay affairs in recent months while 
Yeltsin has been sidelined by illness. 

An ambulance was on standby at die 
Moscow airport but did not join 
Yeltsin's motorcade as it whisked him to 
Harvikha, a government sanitarium 
where he has been recuperating in 
recent weeks. 

Hie Jui dan visit was Yell sm s first trip 


abroad since he cut short a visit t 
Central Asia in October because he fell 
sick. 

Yakushkin said the president returned 
“in a totally normal working condition, 
the ITAR-Tass news agency reported. 

Other Yeltsin aides hacked up 
Yakushkin's claim, saying Yeltsin still 
plans to take several trips abroad in 
1999. 

In an interview with the 
Komsumulskaya Pravda newspapei pub- 
lished Tuesday, long-time aide Vladimir 
Scvchenko said Yeltsin had promised in 
visit France latei in IWJ alter a crip last 
month was scrapped because ot the- 
president's ulcer. 

Sevchc-nko also said Yi-llsin was plan- 
ning m visit “nvo mi line.- n»»iiiiih*s m 
Africa, and the same numbei in bavin 
America" hv the time his frm c-xpiu-s in 
mid-30nfi. 
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UN POSTPONES SESSION ON ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS! 
TO PAY TRIBUTE TO LATE KING HUSSEIN 



fed 



Ijighsh-lauguage Tehran fin.es *ikl. I ' 
hut the government cancelled his I 
participation "in protest against vecetii I 
coininenis made bv the new king 
Abdullah II." it al1 1 

source" as saving. | 

In contrast m the at r.iv -if I 

leaders attending Mondays Umeral. 

Iran was represented only by us aniba*- I 
sador, Moliaminad Ali Snbhani. I 

And in discordant note amid the I 
worldwide Chorus of sympathy tor the 1 
Hashemite Koval Family, the lumai 
foreign ministry summoned Jordan s 1 
ambassador on the eve of the funer.il | 
to deliver an official protest over king I 
Abdullah’s reported remarks. I 

Tehran "remains a threat to the seal- 1 
ritV or certain Gulf countries, the 
London-based Arabic newspaper Al I 
Hayat quoted the King as saying m its 

Saturday edition. 

-We have asked for an explanation 
and we are waiting for the final posi- 
tion." Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazi 

told reporters Monday. 

-The position of the Jordanian gov- 
ernment should be announced official- 
ly," he said. 

But Kharazi insisted that there was 
no deliberate boycott or the state 

■ funeral in Amman. 

■•In such a short time we could not 
send anyone to participate so the 
‘ ambassador will represent Iran, lie 

53 In stark Contrast to the inood else- 
where m the world. Tehran newspapers 
. - ■il 4 rbc fin 


... . , . . W |,ere In the worm. ien^....—i'-e— 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran had planned to Tuesday. ■ , . - rho|am . Reza Monday launthed vitriolic attacks on 

send a government minister Wjpin : join amid 

:■ world leaders at the funeral of King Shafei. who heads ap. J , tothe Hashemite kingdoms dose ties 

Hussein, but pulled out in a protest commission, ha. t he with the West. ~ 

boycott, a Tehran newspaper reported the funeral in Ajn.man Mo ' ' ' 1 * 


Ul IAWA IAV) --Pi inn* MmNrer V-in 
i luc'livii -iv* »l h- h.i.l .i bit iiihiv not 
v/.iiiiiiu; lie c«.ul'l 1 m vt mid- lire wn 
si., n- Itiiwial ol King I lift win “• v/.i* 

hnd.in 

the- pi iiiw miniver w-i tuned g"' 
imaw .1 limn a "M mp l" Wlnsilei. we 
Bin jell i.ilinubM on Mmnlav nigh' of 
.ind stiid la- had ir<pc’Lic*il lurckini.in \h 
ullici.ils ro give- him 24 hmm. immc 
bet ok* ihu lunvi.il. _ *’» 

He? said that when he received 22 v 
1/2 hours m ■! 'ici* it was “physically ^ 
impossible for me to he there in 

I lime." 111 

“I'm s* >rrv nobody knows when cl 

smile one will die.” he told a group ct tl 

reporters. 

Opposition critics and foreign p 
affairs observers slammed Chretien y 
for missing the most significant slate* 
funeral since that ul Israel's peace- . 
making prime minisrer. Yitzhak . 

S abin, in 1995. 

“Given that so many beads of state 
hose to go to the fiineTal, it s very 
ikely... by comparison it does look as 
r Canada is giving »he event: rather 
ess importance than many of the 
, ther countries involved," said Owen 
Greene, professor of peace studies at 
the University of Bradford, England. 

Canada was represented at the 
funeral by Foreign Affairs Minister 
Lloyd Axworiliy. 

Reform Leader Preston Manning 
said Chretien should have arrived 
laLe, rather than not at all. 

"I think-people would have under- 
stood the logistics problem if it 
caused some delay, hut I don't think 
they'll accept that as a reason for no! 
being there ot all," said Manning, 
who called Chretien's absence an 
embarrassment for Canada. 


ymu- ailics -.aid t hioivn sh"«hl 
net li.ivo ji* ini' nil skiing when il w.is 
ividi-lv ropi'iied 1 1 mi King Hussein 
v.-.iv near ili-iith. 

■'An- ( .iii.iili.ui-. in I'vlk vt- Unit iltis 
jiiivemnifiu .iiul ibis' piuiie ministi'i 
wen - -..i u gill bv surprise bv die «lc.uh 
,,f King 1 Ki v.s-1'ii i NHP IlMiW Ale\.i 
\l L |Ji»iuiugli asked m the t.oiiunom 
1 1 1 hi el.< I laser ol ilw tan.uli.in 
illicit tui liuerii.ii i"iial IV.ice ami 
V, 0l urity .ilsii I >ni i ul Om-iieiVs kiuisti- 
cal excuse wanting. 

"U just seems i«> me 'be P llll,c 
minister just wasnt interested 
uiv nigh, hut tlui mav he different 
than losing interest, said Fraser. 

“They had a number of days to 
plan for this. They knew it was going 
vo happen sooner rather than later. 

The Canadian Arab Federation 
issued a release filing its "deep 
anguish and frustration with the 
prime minisrer," calling lus absence 
“a rebuff io Tl Arab countries and a 
f slap in the face to the Arab Canadian 
s community" 

r Fisheries Minister David Anderson 
P was left in the House to defend 
n Chretien's diplomatic gaffe. 

He too cited logistical problems, 
noted the prime minister cut short a 
' C r Christinas vacation to visit ail 
avalanche site In northern Quebec 
and decried opposition carping on 
u{ | the issue as “crass political games- 
manship." 

er . Outside the Commons, Anderson 
lL conceded the ski trip effectively 

ink killed Chretien’s chance of attending 

not the funeral. . .. 

Lng , “ou can always say that he should 

ail have done something differently, hut 
that's hindsight," said Anderson. • 





SWORN ENEMIES UNITED 
RESPECT FOR KING HUSSEIN 
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D eath gave King Hussein of 
Jordan one final victory yester- 
day (Monday) as former foes of 
the Hashemite monarch and sworn 
enemies of other funeral guests 
nibbed shoulders on the steps of his 
palace to pay their last respects, In one 
of the last great gatherings of world 
leaders this century. 

The funeral of the King, who died on 
Sunday of complications from 
. cancer, held out the hope of a boost 
to the peaceful resolution of Middle 
Eastern enmities. 

Israel fielded a large contingent of 
politicians and the arrival of Syria's 
president, Hafez A1 Assad, provided 
the biggest surprise of an occasion 
that combined pomp with high-grade 
funeral diplomacy. 

The Russian president. Boris Yeltsin, 
roused himself from his sickbed to 
make his first public appearance in 
months, in an act that clearly signaled 
the significance of the passing of a 
ruler whose kingdom was eclipsed by 
his stature as a peace-broker on the 
international stage. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who looked frail and had 
to be supported as he slowly climbed 
the steps of the Raghadan Palace, left 
early and was unable to attend the 
interment of King Hussein's body In a 
simple Muslim 

ceremony at the royal cemetery. He 
spoke briefly with President Bill 
Clinton, who was accompanied by for- 
mer Presidents Jimmy Carter, Gerald 
Ford and George Bush. It was later 
reported that Mr, Yeltsin 
was receiving medical attention on 
his plane back to Moscow. 


Clinton also exchanged words with 
the Syrian president as the world's 
leaders were obliged to mingle with 
one another, because of the shortage 
of space outside the throne room, 
where King Hussein’s coffin laid in 
state, and the slippage in the schedule, 
because so many political figures had 
rushed unexpectedly to Jordan. 

The gloom which shrouded the 
country since Friday, when King 
Hussein flew home from a United 
Srates clinic to die, lifted a little for the 
final act in the drama of the passing of 
the first of the Middle East’s ailing vet- 
eran rulers. 

The day began with the departure of 
King Hussein's coffin from his home at 
Bab Ai Salam, where his widow, Queen 
Noor. and the other female members 
of the Hashemite family said their 
farewells. 

Hundreds of thousands of mourners 
threw flowers and breached police 
lines in an attempt to touch the coffin, 
on a flower-decked open jeep, as it 
was driven through the streets of the 
capital where king Hussein ruled for 46 
years. 

At rimes the correge was slowed to 
almost a halt by the press of grieving 
Jordanians. Their pain was made all the 
more acute by the memory of king 
Hussein's triumphant retuni from can 
cer treatment only three weeks earlier, 
when he braved driving rain ro be 
cheered through the same streets, 
declaring himself cured of the disease. 

Bells tolled from the churches of the 
tiny Christian community, mingling 
with the cries of prayer broadcast from 
the cities’ mosques. By the time the 
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cortege reached the Raghadan Palace, 
Israel's representatives had already 
sneaked in through a side door, but 
there were plenty of surprises await- 
ing. 

More than 50 foreign leaders, many 
of them traditional rivals, filed past the 
flag-draped coffin. It was an extraordi- 
nary assembly. 

President Assad of Syria, who once 
tried to shoot rhe late King Hussein’s 
private jet down and who sent his 
tanks into northern Jordan on more 
than one occasion, provided the 
biggest shock. He paused before the 

King’s coffin, turned his hands palm 
upwards and silently recited a prayer. 
The presence of the 70-year-old ruler, 
whose health is poor, underlined the 
generational change in the Middle East 
which King Hussein's death has com- 
menced. In the next few years the old 
faces 


will finally change and yesterday was 
the first step in an unfolding transition 
of power. 

The crowd was so thick that at times 
the ceremonial Circassian Guard • 
Muslim fugitives from Czarist pogroms 
in the Caucasus who settled here in 
the days of the Ottoman empire and 
who are among the Hashemites’ most 
loyal followers - had to halt the flow of 
leaders squeezing through the palace 
doors. 


The son of Colonel Moammar 


Qadhafi, dressed in African robes; the 
Sudanese President Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir and the Iraqi Vice President 
Taha Moheiddin Ma'arouf - nil coun- 
tries which have been the targets of US 
missiles - were just steps away from 
Bill Clinton's presidential entourage. 

President Yasser Arafat saluted twice 
and bowed before the coffin. He was 
preceded and followed by a bewilder- 
ing array of Israeli figures, from 
President Ezer Wcizman through 
Prime Minister Benynmin Netanyahu 
with Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon, his 
rival the Labor leader Elmd Barak, the 
former Prime Minister and Oslo peace 
process architect Shimon Peres, new 
prime ministerial contender and for- 
mer Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai, and finally, to the amaze- 
ment of most observers, the old war 
horse and unbending opponent of 
peace with the Palestinians, Yitzhak 
Shamir. He too looked frail; a political 
ghost. 

This was funeral diplomacy on a 
grand scale Moscow eager to demon- 
strate it hasn't given up on power-play 
ambitions In the Middle East, Syria 
sending a subtle message that it too 
wants to make peace- and Israel's 
opponents in the Forthcoming elec 
tions showing off their purported 
peace'credentials. And Ephraim Halevi, 
the chief of 

the intelligence agency Mossad, 
marked the fact of Israel and Jordan's 
dose security relationship In a hostile 
neighborhood. 


But it was a family funeral too and 
one conducted on the lines of British 
military tradition. A bagpipes band 


SYRIA'S ASSAD'S VISIT TO JORDAN HERALD 
IMPROVEMENT IN BILATERAL RELATIONS 


played a Scottish military mardift 
rune to lead King Hussein's body.®* 
transferred to a 90mm field ariiflff* 
cannon, up to its final resting place r 
the royal cemetery. Behind him ft 
lowed Amr, his favorite horse, a* 
charger whose stirrups were filled mth 
King Hussein's empty riding 
pointing backwards in the old syraW 
of a fallen leader. 

King Hussein’s sons lifted his bcA 
wrapped in a white winding sheet, «n 
of the coffin. A 15-gun salute wasprf 
ceded by the traditional recitation h 
times of the Muslim prayer of * 
Iklilas," the Faithful. r 

It was an impressive farewell w ^ 
which outshone even that ofthe®f i 
dered Israeli premier Yitzhak M®- •. 
whose widow Leah was in Amman 1 * 
console Queen Noor. Certainly one m l 
compare with the funeral of Egyi^ 1 | 
President Nasser or even Win®* | 
Churchill. A final crowning * £ 
ment in a remarkable life; t0 }■ 
brought together so manywodjlf*' !:• 
ers in a tiny, poor nation, created W [ 
strokes of a pen on a desert map* f 
byproduct of imperial designs. bW F |. 
terday a modern Arabic state w p 
new King. ' f 

And a day which seemed to 
the question King Hussein pos 
self only a year ago. “What does 
seek in this world? A position 

throne?... All what. we hope for « 

' hatf* 


Tills Is all there Is to 


world 


by David 


DAMASCUS (AFP) - President I lalez Al 
Assad, with a surprise visit ro King 
Hussein's funeral, has signaled he 
wants better ties with Jordan and 
underlined that Syria is still interest- 
ed in the Middle East peace process. 

-Syria is a friend and supporter of 
Jordan and it is only Israel which 
threatens Jordan with its expansionist 
ambitions and its attempts to annex 
all of Palestine." government newspa- 
per Tishrin attempts said in an edito- 
rial on Tuesday entitled “Fraternal 
Initiative." 

Assad's brief trip to Amman for 
Monday's funeral took everyone by 
surprise as for years relations 
between himself and the late King 
Hussein had been strained. 

After praying before King Hussein's 
coffin and presenting his condolences 
to his heir King Abdullah II, Assad met 
for one hour with Jordanian Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneli and foreign 
Minister Abdul llah Khatib. 

He then met privately for one hour 
with King Abdullah. 

The talks between Assad and the 
two Jordanian ministers were “posi- 
tive and conciliatory," said a 
Jordanian government official who 
asked not to be named. 

Assad's message was that even 
though disputes between members of 
the same family were inevitable, they 
should remain united and in agree- 
ment on the essential points, the offi- 
cial said. 

“Jordanians welcomed President 
Assad's initiative because of the 
brotherly ties which link Jordan and 
Syria and Israeli attempts to muddy 
the waters and sabotage inter-Arab 








relations," the Tishrin editorial said. 

Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq Al 
Shara said Saturday rhar the question 
of who was to succeed the late King 
Hussein was a matter for Jordan alone 
and he denied Israeli accusations that 
Syria was plotting to destabilize its 
neighbor. 

A Western diplomat based here 
said that in going to Amman, Assad 
had wanted to get a better idea of the 
new King's thinking and intentions. 
This could only improve the difficult 
ties between the two countries, die 

diplomat added. 

When Jordan decided to "go at it 
alone without Syria and signed a 


peace treaty with Israel in 1994, 
Assad filmed, charging that Jordan 
had committed a “grave nflcnce 
against united Arab ellort s to leach a 
comprehensive peace." 

Recently Syria was also angered hy 
Jordan's participation as observers at 
joint Israeli-Turkish military maneu- 
vers in January 1998, which Assad saw 
as directed at his country. 

Jordan has charged that Syria was 

detaining Jordanians. 

But with the Assad visit, relations 
between Syria and Jordan “will get 
better and overcome the obstacles 
that hinder them such as the stalled 
Middle East peace process." an Arab 


diplomat said. 

The diplomat said that Assad hud 
wanted to send a clear signal tliui lie 
was still interested in peace negotia- 
tions. 

Syrian nfliiuils said that Assad had 
wanted to send n clear signal that lie 
was still interested in peace negotia- 
tions. 

Syrian olticials said that in their 
talks. Clinton and Assad spoke about 
the latest developments in the Middle 
East and agreed on more contacts 
between their two countries. 

Peace talks between Syria anil 
Israel have been blocked for tluee 
years with Damascus insisting that 


they resume where they left off, with 
a pledge by the previous Israeli gov- 
ernment to baud back the Golan 
Heights, occupied by Israel since 
1967. 

The current Israeli premier 
Bcnyamin Netanyahu has said he is 
not hound to follow the commit- 
ments made by his predecessors. 

Netanyahu said that Assad s going 
in Amman, fully aware that Israeli 
leaders would also be there, indicated 
lie was again interested in the search 
lor pence in ill o region. 


The Gulf press on Tuesday said the 
luner.ll of King Hussein united Arab 
states despite their amlliils, welcom- 
ing in purlieu l:n the presence of 
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad. 

“Israel is doing its host in t reate a 
gull between" Jordan and Syria, “lull 
Assad's visit aborted the pint hatched 
by Tel Aviv," Qatar's Al Wat nn newspa- 
per said. 

"Ionian united Aiah leaders, who in 
the face of the Jordanian people's 
grief, testified to the nobility of the 
Arab character and put theii amlUcts 
behind them," tlu- United At ah 
Emirates' Al Wahd.i daily said. 

The newspaper in particular wel- 
comed the presence ol Assad and 
Kuwait's Grown ITinco and Prune 
Minister Sheikh Sand Al Abdullah Al 
Sabah. 

“The widespread participation of 
world leaders at King Hussein's funer- 
al reflects his stature, which reflected 
in Jordan’s role in international and 
regional affairs," Saudi daily Al 
Madina said. 


ASSAD MEETS CLINTON, REJECTS 
A MEETING WITH WEITZMAN 


PENTAGON DENIES US 
PLANE HIT BY IRAQI 
AIR DEFENSE 


DAMASCUS (AP) - Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad held brief talks on 
the Middle East with US counter- 
part Bill Clinton at King Hussein's 
funeral, but rejected a meeting to 
meet Weizman. 

The meeting between Assad and 
Clinton took place Monday at 
R aghadan Palace, Amman, where 
the two leaders were among hun- 
dreds of national leaders and offi- 
cials attending the funeral of the 
Jordanian monarch, who had died 
*he previous day. 

The talks "dealt with the situa 
■ion in the region and the willing- 
ncss t0 revive contacts between 
IJ C tWo countries,” the Syrian AI 
hawra newspaper reported. 

Hinton and Assad "exchanged 
Points of view,” the paper said. 

The United States is known to 
Want tyrian-lsraeli peace talks to 


resume. The two states have not 
negotiated since early 1996. 

Syria wants Israel to return the 
entire Golan Heights, a strategic 
plateau captured in the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli War, but the Israeli govern- 
ment refuses, saying it is essential 

to national security. 

Clinton and Assad last met in 
Damascus in October 1994. 

Assad rejected a request made by 
Israel’s president to meet during 
the an Israeli lawmaker said 


Tuesday. „ , . 

Saleh Tarlf, an Arab-lsraell legis 

lator said he heard President Ezer 
Weizman suggest the meeting to 
Nayef Hawatmeh, a Palestinian 
guerrilla leader Tie met for the first 
time at Monday’s funeral- • ■ . • 
Weizman sald ; he would like to 

5hake;hjs hand. 

Hawatmeh after- 


wards raise the issue with Assad i 

who said. * no. not here/" Tarif I 
recounted. 

Weizman's office was not imme- 
diately available for comment. 

Hawatmeh, who heads the 
Democratic Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine, a group blamed for 
the deaths or 24 Israelis, lives in 

Syria- t , 

Israel and Syria do not have rela- | 
tions. Arab-, Israelis however have 
always been welcome in Damascus 
and have often served as messen 
between the two govern 


ments. 

Tarif said Monday that Assad 
pressed his interest in renewing 
peace talks with Israel and wants 
the Golan Heights, which Israel 
captured In the. 1967 Mideast war, 


returned 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
The Pentagon denied 
Tuesday that a US plane 
had been hit by Iraqi air 
defense fire over north- 
ern Iraq. 

This "absolutely did 
not occur,” said 
spokesman Michael 
Doubleday. 

Baghdad's official INA 
news agency, quoting a 
military spokesman, said 
1 earlier that “enemy” 
planes had fired a missile 
at Iraqi anti-aircraft posi- 
tions. which had 

responded "firing at the 
planes and forcing them 
to flee." • 

. “According to prelimi- 
nary Information, one of 
the enemy planes was 
hit” the Iraqi 

spokesman added. 
Captain Doubleday 



said lie had “no reason" 
to believe the report and 
"every evidence" to deny 
it. 

Several clashes have 
erupted between the 
Western allies' aircraft 
and Iraqi ground troops 
and jets in the exclusion 
zones since the end of 
the Desert F,ox air cam- 
paign in December. 

But Doubleday said 


the clashes had tapered 


off In recent days 
"Over the last few 


days, it's has been rela- . 
tlvely quiet," he said. 

The no-fly zones, 
Imposed after the 1991 
Gulf War. extend north 
of the 36th parallel and 
up to the 33rd parallel In 
the south, .reaching. the 
outskirts of Baghdad- • ; 


.1 
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U.N. VOTES 115-2 DEMANDING 
HALT OF ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS 


New York (dpa) — Frustrated 
that its previous resolutions 
have been ignored by Israel, the 
U.N. General Assembly Tuesday 
voted overwhelmingly to 
demand that the Jewish state 
immediately halt all construc- 
tion in East Jerusalem. 

The 185-nation assembly 
voted 115-2 to adopt its fifth 
resolution since April 1997 to 
press for compliance with its 
demands. The four previous 
resolutions condemned Israel 
foT failing to stop the constmc- 
tion of Jewish homes at Har 
Homan or Jabal Abu Ghneim, in 
East Jerusalem. 

As in the past, the United 


States and Israel voted against. 
Five countries abstained and 
the remaining of the 185 U.N. 
members were either absent or 
could nor vote. The five that 
abstained were Australia. 
Bahama, Cameroon, Romania 
and Swaziland. 

Countries from the European 
Union, and Asian and Latin 
American as well as Arab 
nations supported the non- 
binding resolution. 

The measure reiterated the 
body's condemnation of Israeli 
policy and previous demands. 
The assembly meeting was part 
of the lOtli Special Session, 
which began in April 1997 with 


the adoption of the first resolu- 
tion after Israel started the con- 
struction. 

The new resolution declared 
again that all legislative and 
administrative decisions taken 
by Israel, "the occupying 
power," are "all null and void 
and have no validity whatsoev- 
er." 

It called for "the immediate 
and lull cessation" of construc- 
tion at Har Homar and “all 
other Israeli settlement activi- 
ties, as well as of all illegal mea- 
sures and actions in occupied 
East Jerusalem.” 

It demanded the applicability 
of the 1949 Geneva convention 


protecting civilians m war 
zones and renewed "recom- 
mendations" to all U.N. mem- 
bers not to assist Israeli activi- 
ties related to the settlements. 

It blamed Israel for the cur- 
rent deadlock in the Middle 
East peace process and called 
for increased efforrs to imple- 
ment U.N. resolutions, especial- 
ly the land-for-peace resolu- 
tions and the withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from Lebanon. 

Demands contained in 
Tuesday's resolution were 
included in the four previous 
ones. Israel rejected them all on 
the basis that the assembly 
took one-sided decisions. 


Another demand that was 
not carried out was the conven- 
ing of the 1 88 signatories of the 
1 949 Geneva convention . 1 1 
asked the Swiss government to 
consult with the signatories in 
order to hold an international 
conference to compel Israel to 
respect the convention's provi- 
sions. 

The assembly set July 15 as 
the date for the conference. 
Switzerland consulted with the 
signatories in previous years, 
but it informed the assembly 
after each resolution that there 
was no consensus for such a 
conference. The convention 
itself contains no provisions for 


convening such a conferee. 

The dare was agreed up®^: 
the European Union, m \ 
aligned and Arab countries a, 
order to cany out the asst&i 
bly's resolution. But op^i- 
by Washington and brad.! 
which signed the convemw\| 
has made it difficult to coma ; 
a conference to discuss the p& j 
tection of civilians in s conk ' 

If the assembly has to cw i 
vene the signatories to proiw ' 
civilians in each conflict, a ewi 
ference would have to held! 1 
for every warzone around th 
world, something diploma 
said would be impossible. 1 



NETANYAHU PROMISES 
'NEW PEACE ACCORD' THIS 
YEAR, HINTS TO SYRIA 


RAMAT GAN, Israel (AFP) — 
Prime Minister Benynmin 
Netanyahu hinted Tuesday that 
Israel could reach a peace 
agreement with Lebanon and 
Syria by the end of the year. 

“I promise a new peace 
agreement before the year 
2000," Netanyahu told 
reporters during a visit to the 
Diamond Exchange in Ramat 
Gan which came as he was in a 
tough campaign lor reelection 
in May. 

Netanyahu did not specify 
with whom Israel would sign 
the peace accord, but a close 
aide said lie was referring to 
Syria and Lebanon. 

in the same remarks, 
Netanyahu said "I would be 
pleased to renew negotiations 
with Syria and Lebanon at any 
time," but he did not repeat his 


reference to a timetable. 

The main opposition Labor 
Parly attacked Neranyahu’s 
pledge; 

"The prime minister has 
merely recycled the same old 
promises he made three years 
ago to create illusions." the 
party said in a statement. 

"In actual fact, Mr. 
Netanyahu’s hands are tied by 
right-wing extremists like 
Irving Moskowitz," the state- 
ment said, referring to the life 
millionaire who has bankrolled 
Israeli settlement activity and 
extreme right-wing candidates. 

In an interview with a US 
television network broadcast 
earlier Tuesday Netanyahu told 
of how during King Hussein’s 
funeral on Monday lie had been 
just "a few meters away" from 
Syrian President Hafez A1 


Assad, although the two did not 
speak. 

"I think that after the elec- 
tions, we’ll sit together, one 
way or another, in the same 
tent," lie said. 

“It doesn’t depend only on 
me. but since I heard that same 
expression of hope coming 
from Syria, I’m eager to recipro- 
cate it,” lie added. 

Assad made a rare foray 
abroad lo attend the funeral 
but went m great pains to 
avoid any encounter with 
Israeli officials. 

Israeli-Syrian negotiations 
were suspended three years 
ago. 

Assad insists the negotia- 
tions icsmne where l hey left nil' 
under Israel's previous Labor 
government - with an Israeli 
willingness lo withdraw from 


the Guinn Heights, which ii«;- } 
lured from Syria in 1967. ii ' 
exchange fur peace. • 

Netanyahu's right-wing $<r. 
eminent has rejected such i 
precondition and has froze; 
progress on the Palesiinin 
peace track ns well by suspend 
ing withdrawals from the Iftsi 
Bank promised in the VVyeRhu 
accord signed last October. 

Netanyahu cited 
Palestinian violations uf tie 
land-for-security agreement » 
justify his decision. 

Ihit his main opponents b 
the May elections say be « 
unable lo move ahead in & 
peace process due to his ned 
for support from far-righ 1 
nationalists to win reelectiw- 



TEL AVIV, (AFP) — Israeli air defence forces 
used a US-made Patriot missile in an exercise to 
bring down a pilotless aircraft in the vicinity of 
Tel Aviv on Tliesday, Israeli television reported. 

The exercise was designed to test the ability 
of Patriots to prevent the incursion of enemy 
planes chat could drop chemical or bacteriolog- 
ical bombs, the television added. 

' Everything went as planned, and the chosen 
target was destroyed,” an air defence officer 
said. 

However, the television report said Israel did 
not intend to continue using Patriots to inter- 
cept Scud-type missiles In flight. Instead, the 
Hetz (Arrow) anti-missile missile is being devel- 
oped by the United States and Israel, and is due 
to be operational at the end of the year. 


In December, the Israeli armed forces 
deployed several Patriot batreries in case of 
retaliatory attacks from Iraq after the United 
States and Britain bombed Iraqi targets in 
Operation Desert Fox. 

During the 1991 Gulf War, Iraq fired 39 Scud 
missiles at Israel, killing one person and injur- 
ing several hundred, as well as damaging sev- 
eral hundred buildings. 

According to Israeli media reports, the 
Patriots used against them at that time all 
missed their targets, and even caused further 
damage when they fell to earth. 

The United States now has a new Improved 
generation of Patriots, presumed to be more 
effective. 


TOP FRENCH GREEN SAYS 
NETANYAHU MUST BE BROUGHT 
DOWN IN MAY ELECTION 


TEL AVIV, (AFP) — A leading 
French Green party activist said 
Tliesday it was essential for 
Israeli voters to bring down 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu in the May 17 elec- 
tions. 

Daniel Colin-Bendit, a former 
student radical who now heads 
the French Green party list for 
the forthcoming European elec- 
tions, said in a public lecture 
here he would like to see cen- 
tre party head Yitzhak 
MoFdechai lead the next Israeli 
government. 


“Ehud Relink (the opposition 
Labour party leader) would 
make an excellent foreign min- 
ister in a government headed 
by Mr Yitzhak Mordechai to 
save the peace process, but it is 
for the Israelis to decide," 
Cohn-Bendit said. 

The French politician, who is 
attending an international con- 
ference on different European 
political cultures, said Europe 
should play a part in the peace 
process. 

Cohn-Bendit suggested that 
the European Union should 


finance a joint Arab-lsradlt^ 

vision channel along the b 
of Arte, a liigli-brow Ffc^ 
German arts channel. ^ 
He also said Europe,*^ 
be ready to Send interiw*^ 

troops to guarantee sedifKF 

the border between Sy* 1 * 
Israel when the two ^ 
negotiating again. • /• • . 

He attacked the latest w 
strikes against Iraq,.'' ]■• 
“We must' not, ; aH?W^ 
Americans to be the 
ee on the International ^ 
he said. . ’ •_ ‘ 




GERMAN INITIATIVE TO SETTLE 
JEWISH COMPENSATION CLAIMS 


WASHINGTON (AP ) - Germany 
is making progress in develop- 
ing a reparations plan to settle 
outstanding Holocaust compen- 
sation claims, a senior govern- 
ment official said Tuesday after 
two days of talks. 

Bodo Hombach, chief of staff 
to German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder, met with State 
Department officials and repre- 
sentatives of the Israel govern- 
ment, Jewish organization and 
lawyers who have brought suits 
on behalf of Holocaust victims. 

“1 have made process in 


winning over Jewish organiza- 
tions and the class action 
lawyers,” Hombach said. ” 
There has been confrontation, 
especially with the lawyers, but 
there is also a positive atmos- 
phere that will lead to agree- 
ment.” 

He said a "noil-confrontation- 
al, speedy and non-bureaucratic 
resolution of the problem" was 
preferable to years of litigation. 

Hombach also told a news 
conference he had an animated 
conversation Monday with 
White House Chief of Staff John 


BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
FLOODED WITH LETTERS 
ON PINOCHET CASE 


LONDON, (AFP) - The British 
government has received some 

10.000 letters from people 
offering advice on whether 
Britain should extradite to 
Spain former Chilean dictator 
Augusio Pinochet, the Home 
OHice said Tuesday. 

Around 1,000 came from 
supporters of the 83-year- old 
general who asked that lie be 
allowed to return to Chile, 
junior minister Lord Williams 
ul Mostyn told the House of 
Lords, which is examining the 
case. 

He said the ministry had also 
received a petition signed by 

100.000 Chilean nationals ask- 
ing that Pinochet be released 
horn the residence outside 
London where he is under 
guard awaiting the Lords’ verdict. 



failed JAIL-BREAK IN 
brazil LEAVES SIX dead 


SAO PAULO, (AFP) - Six 
inmates were shot dead in a 
failed jail-break a maximum 
security prison early Tuesday 
in southern Brazil, a prison 
official said Tuesday. 

Felipe said prison officials 
jvere negotiating with the 
Mders of the riot who con- 
"nued to control parts of the 
prison. 

^hc inmates have demand- 
™ a judge to be present 
. 0r v they lay down their 
weapons. 

Felipe said the revolt start- 
0 soon after dawn, when a 
sroup of armed Inmates took 
«mtrol oF all exits leading to 
• a c<f mral patio. 

He said the Inmates had 
! A«en several death-row pris. 


Podcsta over eventual German 
access to files of the former 
East German secret police, the 
Stasi, that are in U.S. hands. 

He said he also discussed 
with Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and other 
State Department officials shar- 
ing Germany’s experience in 
dealing with Iran. 

Hombach said talks on the 
three topics would continue on 
Thursday when Schroeder 
comes to Washington for lunch 
wirh President Rill Clinton. 

State Department spokesman 


Janies P. Rubin said the United 
States welcomed the German 
initiative to settle Holocaust 
compensation claims. ' ' Both 
governments hope it will be 
possible to achieve some mea- 
sure of justice for those who 
suffered and closure on these 
issues.” 

Hombach said German offi- 
cials and representatives from 
17 banks and industrial compa- 
nies would meet Feb. IG to dis- 
cuss establishing a conipensa- 
' tion fund tlinl would be super- 
vised by the government and 


receive contributions from 
companies and industrial 
groups. 

He said it was possible more 
companies might join in the 
fund in order to protect them- 
selves from future legal action 
by Holocaust victims and those 
who were forced to work in 
concentration camps. 

Hombach praised Rolf Breucr, 
chairman of Deutsche Bank, the 
country's largest commercial 
bank, for serving as the driving 
force in getting other German 
companies involved in a repara- 


tions plan. 

Breur took part in talks 
Hombach held Tuesday with 
seven Jewish organizations, 
lawyers involved in class action 
suits and Undersecretary of 
State Stuart Eizenstat. 

Hombach suggested there 
might he a separate part of the 
compensation plan involving 
banks so that Deutsche Bank 
can proceed with its planned 
acquisition of Bankers Trust by 
June I. 


Spain has filed for an extradi- 
tion request to try Pinochet on 
charges of murder, hosrage-rak- 
ing and torture relating to his 
1973-1990 military rule. 

The Lords are expected to 
decide within two weeks on 
wheiher extradition proceed- 
ings can go ahead or whether 
Pinochet who has claimed 
immunity from prosecution as 
a former head of state can go 
home. 


oners, normally kept in a sep- 
arate part of the prison, as 
hostages. 

In the. cross-fire that fol- 
lowed between prison offi- 
cials and inmates, six prison- 
ers were killed, he said. 

The bodies were put in the 
prisons parking lot where ail 
ambulance was to pick them 
up and transfer them to the 
Forensic Institute. 

Military police had sur- 
rounded the Praia Grande 
prison in Santos, in the 
southern state of Sao Paulo, 
blocking off all access , roads 
and keeping hundreds of rela- 
tives away from the prison. 

The Praia Grande prison, 
built to house 500, currently 
holds 680 Inmates., 


LEAKS WIDEN IN HULL OF GROUNDED 
JAPANESE-OWNED CARGO SHIP 


COOS BAY, Oregon (AP) - Six days of 
pounding surf has widened the cracks in 
the hull of a grounded japauesc-ownod 
cargo ship, spreading ilumsands of gal- 
lons (liters) of heavy luel oil and diesel 
aliuig miles (kilometers) id southern 
Oreguii beaches. U.S. ufiicials said. 

Already, oil-cuvcivd birds have been 
spotted near the leaking ii39-frmr (195- 
meler) New Larissa and ahum 2D0 wink- 
ers have been mobilized in shovel up 
gooey, congealed bunker fuel spread over 
more than six miles (nine kilunielers) of 
coastline. 

The U.S. Coast Guard said three of the 
ship’s five tanks were leaking and one, 
containing heavy bunker oil. was "seri- 
ously breached." Those three ranks hold 


1-IO.tiDU gnllmis 1 53U Jinn liters) of nil and 
diesel; all live tanks together hold 
400,0110 gallons (1.5 million liters). 

The ship, owned by a Japanese compa- 
ny, registered in Paii.un.i .nul stalled with 
a Filipino crew of 2.5. grounded Thin Sclav 
illuming about I5U wild*. 1 140 ineteisl 
i >11 shore as it wailed in mine intu poll to 
pick lip a lnatl id ivnml ‘■hips. Its crew was 
removed by the t nasi Guard on Friday. 

The disci ivery nt the leaks Monday 
( hanged the Coast Guard's priority fiom 
protecting the ship to protecting miles of 
environmentally sensitive beaches. Tile 
ship is aground in an area known as the 
l.eberti Hole, considered a prime uuh- 
fishing urea. 

Officials have already recovered at least 


three oil-covered biuls. which were being 
cleaned. Grows equipped to deal wiili 
oil ci I wild life wen* standing by in case the 
slick threatens the luihiiai nt Western 
snowy plovers, a threatened shore bird 
that nesis along the Nmlli Spit. Shellfish 
were also a com nil. 

h has not been del ii milled why the 
ship washed ashore. though local pilots 
have speciil.ii ed it had insufficient power 
to overcome strong winds mid cut rents. 

The captain and crow wore given mine 
tests to deleiiiiinc any presence of alco- 
hol nr drugs, a routine precaution in such 
circumstances, but no results have been 
released. 


MILITIAS 

BELFAST. (AFP) — Northern 
Ireland's police chief warned 
Tuesday that loyalist extrem- 
ists were trying to plunge 
the already faltering peace 
process into deeper crisis. 

Ronnie Flanagan said the 
pro-British rule Protestant 
militias were seeking to pro- 
voke Catholic republican 
groups into retaliation. 

He was speaking after a 
loyalist group, the Orange 
Volunteers, admitted it car- 
ried out a bomb attack on a 
pub in Castledawson. a town 


IRELAND PRO-BRITISH 
THREATEN PEACE AGREEMENT 


in the west of the province, 
late Monday. 

No one was injured, 
although the front of the 
building was damaged. 

There have been a series 
of similar attacks on 
Catholic homes, estates and 
businesses over the past few 
weeks, most claimed by the 
Orange Volunteers and 
another group, the Red 
Hand Defenders. 

"I think continuing 
attacks by loyalists are 
designed specifically to 


unnerve others, to bring 
about a reaction and to 
attack the peace process,” 
Flanagan said. 

“Everybody must be alive 
to that threat and do every- 
thing they can to thwart it.” 
The Castledawson bar is 
owned by Francis McNally, a 
former official of the Irish 
Republican Army’s political 
wing Sinn Fein. 

Northern Ireland’s peace 
process is at a critical phase, 
a month ahead of the March 
10 deadline for the forma- 


tion of a new power-sharing 
government. 

But Unionist leaders of 
the province's majority 
Protestants refuse to form 
the government until the 
IRA begins disarming. 

Sinn Fein says disarma- 
ment has nothing to do with 
its right to sit in the cabinet. 

Police fear extremists on 
both sides of the sectarian 
divide arc- taking advantage 
of frustration over the lack 
of progress to return to vio- 
lence. 


US PROTESTS BELGRADE POLICE RAID 
AGAINST AN AMERICAN MEDICAL BASE 


BELGRADE, flff) -Washington's 
top diplomat in Belgrade met 
a Yugoslav deputy prime min- 
ister Tliesday over a Serbian 
police raid against US-based 
ICN Pharmaceuticals, the 
Thq|ug news agency said. 

In a meeting with Milovan 
Bojic. the charges d'affaires 


"spelled out the position of 
the US administration" 
regarding the weekend raid 
on ICN's Belgrade offices. 

California-based ICN's top 
executive is Milan Panic, a for- 
mer Yugoslav prime minister 
who now Is a prominent 
member oF Alliance for 


Change, which opposes 
President Slobodan 

Milosevic's regime. 

Citing- a Serbian informa- 
tion ministry statement, 
Tfcnjug said Bojic rejected US 
allegations .that political 
motives were behind the raid, 
arguing that,; ‘‘Irregularities'’ 


had taken place at the compa- 
ny. 

Saturday's police raid fol- 
lowed a Belgrade court ruling 
that deemed the Yugoslav 
state tn be the principal 
owner of ICN's operations in 
the capital - a view, jha.t "the 
company is-challeiiging. • - 
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CHINA STEPS UP MISSILE THREAT TO TAIWAN 


LONDON, (Reuters) - China has 
sharply increased its deploy- 
ment of missiles aimed at 
Taiwan in a move likely to raise 
tension in the region, the 
Financial Times said on 
Wednesday. 

Citing military analysts in 
Washington privy to a classified 
Pentagon report, the newspa- 
per said the Chinese had sta- 
tioned missiles in its southern 


regions aimed at Taiwan. 

The step was also likely to 
strengthen calls in Washington 
for Taiwan's inclusion in a U.S.- 
backed regional missile defence 
system, tite paper added. 

A senior U.S. administration 
official told the Financial Times 
the build-up risked heightening 
tensions. China “couldn't 
assume that a continued missile 
build-up in Southeast Asia will 


go unanswered the unnamed 
official was quoted as saying. 

The reported escalation, the 
newspaper said, coming before 
a planned visit to Washington 
in the spring by Chinese 
Premier Zhu Rongji, was emerg- 
ing as a serious Foreign policy 
headache for the Clinton 
administration. 

“It is causing sharp differ- 
ences within the U.S. govern- 


ment over an appropriate 
response.' 1 the paper added. 

The Department of Defense 
was said to favor a stronger 
show of supporr for Taiwan, but 
the State Department and 
National Security Council 
feared risks to Washington's 
growing “co-operative strategic 
partnership" with Beijing. 

The Financial Times quoted 
Bates Gill, a proliferation expert 


at the Brookings Institution, as 
saying the preparation of sepa- 
rate Pentagon reports on the 
issue due to he sent tu 
Congress would mark “the first 
round of what is going to he a 
very lengthy and sensitive con- 
frontation wiiii China about 
theatre missile defence". The 
Financial Times reported that a 
Pentagon study in October had 
said China was pouring 


resources into missile devtfc- » 
mem to improve its ability h : 
prevail in <t local conflict 0 ^ 
south-eastern flank "esped*. 
in the Taiwan Strait and Sooj' 
China Sea". 

Taiwan Defence mfe 
Tang Fei warned on TuesJi). 
that China was develop 
cruise missiles that cod': 
severely threaten ft,: 
Nationalist-ruled island. 


Can Indonesia End Its Rule Without Bloody Chaos? 


THE FREEDOM TO FEAR IN EAST TIMOR 


G erhad Past mo s takes o(T 
his rumpled green cap 
and clenches it in his 
hands. His unwashed hair sticks 
straight up. testament to the 
weeks he has lived in a 
makeshift refugee camp on the 
northern coast of Hast Timor. 
He fled his hometown on Dec. 
26 after being terrorized by 
Indonesian soldiers and para- 
military troops. "They made me 
dig my own grave." he says. 
Then the Muslim soldiers 
wrapped him in a shroud and 
buried him up to his neck. 
When Pa si mo s, a Roman 
Catholic, refused to recite an 
Islamic prayer, they set his 
house on lire. Why had the 
troops targeted him? He'd been 
seen talking with independence 
activists. 

It's nothing that their own 
president hasn't already done. 
Two weeks ago. B. J. Habibie's 
government announced that it 
would "release" the province, 



located on a small island 1,200 
miles east of Jakarta, that it 
invaded 24 years ago after 
Portugal relinquished it. But 
neither the East Timorese nor 
the Indonesians really seem 
ready to make that break. The 
local population of 830,000 
may be too traumatized by n 
quarter century of brutal occu- 
pation to embrace indepen- 
dence now. And the govern- 
ment uwy have so much invest- 
ed in the province - politically, 
socially, economically and espe- 
cially militarily - that it would 
be too costly to let it simply 
secede. Habibie would prefer 
that the East Timorese accept 
"autonomous status" - giving 
them control over everything 
except defence and foreign pol- 
icy - instead of full indepen- 


dence. Some locals accuse the 
military of promoting violence 
in order to justify its presence 
as a "peacekeeper" in the 
province. 

Both sides agree that the 
negotiations should proceed 
very cautiously. Just two hours 
outside the capital of Dili, vil- 
lagers carry rifles openly in the 
streets. Pro-Indonesian factions 
have existed on the island since 
Portuguese rule and have some- 
times joined the government in 
brutalizing independence agita- 
tors. Now the military Itas sup- 
plied automatic weapons to 
thousands of these government 
supporters, ostensibly so they 
could "defend" themselves in 
the event of independence. But 
reliable witnesses say the para- 
militaries are carrying out the 
same campaign of brutality as 
the military. "Even if the mili- 
tary left now, we would have to 
find a way to have all the 
weapons taken away from peo- 


COLOMBIAN PEACE 
TALKS HELD IN SECRET 
IN VENEZUELA 


CARACAS, (Reuters) - Colombia's 
second-largest guerrilla force 
and the Colombian govern- 
ment met for secret talks on 
Tuesday to map out an agen- 
da for peace, diplomatic 
sources said. 

The talks, hosted by the 
Venezuelan government at an 
undisclosed location in the 
capital Caracas, brought 
together the Colombian gov- 
ernment's peace commission- 
er, Victor Ricardo, and two 
commanders of the Cuban- 
inspired National Liberation 
Army (ELN). 

The conversations, the 
sources said, dealt with an 
ELN proposal to hold national 
conventions with govern- 
ment, religious, business and 
community leaders as a first 
step to finding n peaceful 
solution to a prolonged con- 


flict that has claimed 35,000 
lives in the past decade. 

The talks were afso expect- 
ed to cover an ELN call last 
week to President Andres 
Pastrana to create another 
demilitarized area where it 
could hold talks aimed at end- 
ing its 34-year uprisings 

Pastrana, who has made 
peace with rebels a key objec- 
tive of his six-month-old 
administration, in November 
withdrew all government 
troops from an area in south- 
east Colombia the size of 
Switzerland. 

The unprecedented move 
was to allow leaders from the 
larger Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC) 
rebel army to take part in 
separate peace talks that 
began , last month. The 
Caracas talks are the first 


diplomatic move by 
Venezuela's new President 
ljugo Chavez, who rook office 
a week ago. ! 

Chavez, a leftist former 
army officer who is said to 
command respect among 
Colombian rebels because of 
his ideological roots, met 
Cuban President Fidel Castro 
and Pastrana in Havana in 
mid-January. They were said 
to be studying possible sup- 
port roles for Cuba and 
Venezuela in Colombia's 
peace talks. , 

"if the Colombian guerrillas I 
and the government of 
Colombia wish to turn 
Caracas or Venezuela into a 
center for peace talks, they're 
welcome," Chavez told a 
news conference on Tuesday. 


pie," says one independence 
activist. 

With or without guns, East 
Timor has a long way to go 
before it can survive on its own 
economically. Though the 
province was once a thriving 
coffee and spice exporter, with 
a burgeoning tourism trade, its • 
livelihood has been decimated 
by the military, which monopo- 
lizes important industries and 
imports thousands of workers. 
Many farmers have been forced 
to give up local crops and grow 
rice to ship to other islands. 
Manuel Carrascnllao. a local 
community activist, says he 
used to earn S300.000 a year 
exporting spicy, award-winning 
coffee. “Now I grow it only for 
personal consumption," he 
says. Even if the troops left 
tomorrow, it would take him 
years to rebuild his operation. 
"The East Timor economy has 
not been geared for self-suffi- 
ciency," says a Western diplo- 


mat in jakarra. While Indonesia 
has builr roads, schools and 
hospitals on the island, it has 
failed to create jobs for locals 
or make health care affordable. 
Locals complain, fur instance, 
that they can't afTord the cash 
bribes demanded by Indonesian 
doctors. Tuberculosis is wide- 
spread. 

Ethnic hatred poisons even 
the simplest interactions. When 
the child of a local farmer died 
two weeks ago while under the 
care of a Javanese doctor, the 
farmer reportedly attacked the 
doctor with scissors. According 
to a Western health official, the 
farmer's father had been killed 
by invading Indonesian soldiers 
25 years ago: "Now lie fell the 
Indonesians had killed his child, 
too." But the resentment flows 
both ways: the Indonesian man- 
ager of a large hotel calls the 
East Timorese “pigs.'' Religious 
differences exacerbate the ten- 
sions; most Indonesian soldiers 


FORMER FRENCH 
DEFEND HIMSELF I 


PARIS (AP) — Snmg by the 
blame of AIDS victims, former 
Prime Minister Laurent Fabius 
is taking the stand to defend 
his decision 14 years ago to 
keep an American AIDS test 
ofF the market while a French 
test was being readied. 

Fabius _ now speaker of the 
French Parliament _ was 
standing trial before a special 
court along with former 
Health Minister Edmond 
Herve and former Social 
Affairs Minister Georgina 
Dufoix. 

All three were expected to 
testify Wednesday. 

The former officials are 
charged with involuntary 
homicide in the death of five 
people who received transfu- 
sions of AIDS-tainted blood 
and with attacking the integrity 
of a person in the infection of 
two others, who are stiff living. 

"To deny consciousness of 
the danger of AIDS in j 985 is 


to deny consciousness of the 
existence of gas chambers in 
1945." Agnes Cochin lolcl the 
Court of Justice of the 
Republic, which tries officials 
for crimes in office. She lost 
her five-year-old son, who 
received a blood transfusion 
for jaundice. 

"Have you no shame, sirs, 
madame7'' she asked, facing 
down the ministers Tuesday, 
the opening day of the trial. 

The officials claim they 
acted in good conscience at a 
time when scientific knowl- 
edge of AIDS was limited. 

The officials, who served 
from 1984-86 under Socialist 
President Francois 

Mitterrand, risk up to five 
years in prison and a dlrs 
90,000 fine on the first count 
and up to three years in 
prison and a dlrs 55,000 qn 
' the second. 

"I suffer with the victims'," 
Dufoix said, before the court 


are Muslim, while more to!; 
percent of East Timor's pwf> 
are Carholic. 

Even if East Timor br<c': ( 
from fndonesia, it may neverN. , 
totally free. “We are «■/ 
demned by geography to m 
ist with Indonesia," says KoNi 
laureate Jos Ramos-Hotti. r 
resistance leader living in ei> 
in Sydney. After decades: 
fighting for freedom, their* • 
terrifying prospect may be o 
imminence. Thar's why so - 
leaders of the indepemk;- 
movement favor a U.N.-ir 
to red “transition" period 
anywhere from two to lOyc 
“livery single member of* 
society wants independfi*' - 
says Leandro Isaac, director- 
the Reconciliation Comme"' 
for East Timor, an organic-' 
that promotes gradual aurc". 
my. “But we want to know* 
can control our own poliW 
fates in the future." Whflitf 
that future comes. 


PM TO 

N COURT. 

'ftiesday. However, shea& 
that the accusations ap- 

her and her former colltai^ 

"is based on sand and non*' . 
reality that we lived" at ^ 

time. •(’ 

The seven cases are FT 
small part of a scandal p. 
broke in 1988. three 
after the transfosioiis.B^i- 
first trial of ntinisK*‘ >-. 

France since World Warn«| 
lies symbolic signlflf^®‘f. 
drama that has hauntfd ^ 
nation for more t 411 * 
decade. • 

An experts' rep° rtr fVt.- 
that some 4,000 pe«l * * 
infected with AIDS ^ j 
transfusions iti.lh* ;j. 

1980s, and some 30001^ / 

cases were "avoidaW«- ^ i; 

The trial before jjj 

Court, of Justice,^ 
three judges «nd: "Ty 
. ers, is expected,^ I 851 
three we eks- ;*• -IsMrM 


In The Name of God, the most gracious, the most merciful 

ISMAEEL ABU HAJJ & SONS 

Managers & Employees of Network Advertising 


join the Arab and Islamic nations 
to extend their deepest sorrow 
for the loss of their beloved 


His Majesty The Late King Hussein Bin Talal 



Sincere condolences to the 


and the Jordanian people 


May God rest his soul in peace 




awi 
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PARIS (API 1 ) — St uii'L'S in Air Prance will 1 h? sold 
lor M 2 emos lSlfi.2.) to institutional investors 
and 14.0 cm os IS 1 5.9) to individual slra rein tide r.s 
in the pariitiL privatization of the airline, ITii.iiu.l- 
Minister Dominique Srrauss-Kahn said Tucstlny. 

The price was at the lop end of the previously 
announced range of 12.0-14.2 euros (SI 3.7- 
S 1 6.2.) in the sale of a 23.4 percent slake in the 
aiiline, which has been bedeviled by severe finan- 
cial problems nnd strikes for years. 

The sale will bring some four billion francs <6 10 
mill ion euros) into stale coffers and values Air 
France at 20.5 hillimi francs (3.13 billion euros). 
Strauss-h'alin and Transport Minister Jenn-Claude 
Gayssnt mkl a news conference. 

Gnyssot said this valuation was 25 to 40 per- 
cent higher than that given by analysts in 1997, 
hut it was little more than the 3.05 billion emus 
the airline received in state subsidies between 
1994 and 1997. 

The company has already wanted there is 


almost certain m be ail increase of capital by the 
end of the year. 

Smile 1.5 million individuals have lesciw-d 
■shares and their pail nl the issue was ten limes 
oversubscribed, while that for institutional 
investors was oversubscribed dozens ol times, 
die ministers said. 

To meet this demand, die number of shares tm 
offer will be increased to 19.9 million from a 
planned 13.5 million. 

The level of demand "shows investors' confi- 
dence in the national airline." Gayssot said. 

The number of individual shareholders reserv- 
ing shares was nonetheless only hull the three 
million who bought shares in France Telecom in 
lute 1997. although the value ol slnues mi offer is 
only a tenth of the 4U billion francs that the 
France Telecom sale brought the state. 

Air Fiance does not have the popular image nr 
France Telecom, aiul its reputation fur strikes lias 
pm off a lot of people, analysts said. 


One stoppage threatened to disiupt [lights 
during France’s hosting nl the Wmkl flip Iasi 
year, and the airline's mninrenaiuv st.ill ai I'.ms' 
Kuissy and Orly ait poi is were in die fifih week «»i 
a strike over working limits as the sh.ne price 
was .mummi ed mi Tuesday. 

Tile airline reported a net piolil of 1.87 billion 
francs (285 million euros, 5330 millimij in the 
year to March 1998 from a loss of 2M million 
francs the previous year, hut warned that it was 
still "convalescing" alter seven years of losses. 

Institutional investors will be seeking a slake in 
Air France, particularly as the French stuck mar- 
ket is short on quoted airlines, analysts said. 

Otherwise, “the clients are mainly regulars lor 
buying privatization sliuics who want to make a 
quick profit, rather than people wlro believe in 
Air France long-term," said one analyst at Credit 
Commercial do France. 

The company, which shed about 8,000 jobs as 
part of restructuring with state aid, said recently 





SINGAPORE (1(1 — German limit y car- 
maker BMW still hopes to turn its loss- 
making British subsidiary Rover around 
in tile year 2000. its director of over- 
seas sales said Tuesday. 

There .ire concerns BMW will close 
the unit's poor productivity l.ongbvidgc 
plant in central lingl.iiid with the loss of 
up to 14,000 jobs. 

BMW was sticking iu its earlier 
promise of turning the carmaker 
arutmd next year despite suffering 
heavy losses in 1998. partly due to 
icsinicuiring costs, director l.uder 
P.iysen cold a news conference. 

"The target for Rover to return to 
profit ability is in year 2009. That is still 
the target wc are working on." he said. 

Reviewing the group's 1998 perfor- 
mance. fie said BMW cars had one uf 
their best years last year but the 
group's performance was weighed 


down liy Rover's losses. 

Analysts have put losses .it Rover .u 
between one billion and 1.5 billion 
marks fur 1998. Piiysen declined to dis- 
cuss specific losses at Rover, saying that 
the gmnp would report its financial 
results in March. 

last week, the German car company 
sacked its chairman Herrnl 
Pisclieisrieder and his heir apparent 
after he failed to turn around Rover, 
which lie decided to acquire in 1994. 
lie was replaced by engineering chief 
Joachim Milberg. 

Pisclieisrieder could receive a 15 mil- 
lion mark (58.63 million) payoff, a 
German newspaper reported Tuesday 

The severance deal could be one of 
the highest in German industrial histo- 
ry. according to newspaper Die Welt. 

PischctM ieder, who took the helm at 
BMW in 1993, renewed his contract last 


year until May 20U3. the paper said. 
BMW declined comment on the repoit. 

The sacking sparked talk a bid for the 
medium-sized German carmaker may 
he forthcoming. 

Paysen dismissed the takeover talk 
surrounding BMW. Shares in the group 
rose 1 1.5 euros ro 7J8 by late morning 
in Frankfuit on top o( an 8 percent gain 

Monday. 

He said many of tile problems at 
Rover had tome horn the strength of 
the British pound. 

"Last year, where we really had a 
problem was with Rover cars... and it 
was related to the ovci -valuation of the 
British pound. The pound made it clilli- 
cult for the export side." he said. 

He said the group had been looking 
at the problems faced by Rover and had 
held many discussions on plans to tack- 
le them. 


I'aysen said the K«»vei plans Would he 
implemented .is sunn .is they had been 
approved by tile new honul. although 
"it might lake some time and cost some 
money" to mm the Company around. 

On speculation over recent boanl 
changes. P.iysen said: " I here will he no 
changes as to the position of BMW 
Group in the market place." He also 
said the changes would not allect the 
status of BMW as an indcpemlenl car 
company. 

He said this was reiterated last Friday 
by BMW’s largest shareholder, the 
Quandt family, who bolds 45 percent of 
the company’s shares. 

"The current fashion in the industry 
is fo merge. But we really don't believe 
that this will lesult in a better compa- 
ny," he said. 


USA NETWORKS TO BUY LYCOS 


NEW YORK (Reuters)— USA 
Networks Inc. on Tuesday said 
it agreed to buy Lycos Inc. in a 
stock deal that makes veteran 
television executive Barry 
Diller chairman of a new media 
and electronic commerce pow- 
erhouse with combined rev- 
enues of more than S1.5 bil- 
lion. 

The new company, renamed 
USA/Lycos Interactive 

Networks Inc., will combine 
Lycos with USA Networks' 
Home Shopping Network and 
Internet Shopping 

Network/First Auction units 
with USA’s majority interest in 
Ticketmaster. 

Under terms of the deal, 
USA Networks will control 
61.5 percent of the company, 
Lycos shareholders will hold 
30 percent and Ticketmaster 
holders 8.5 percent, the three 


companies said in a statement. 
Precise exchange ratios were 
not disclosed. 

L ycos stock dropped 522.25 
to SI 05.00 a share, while USA 
Networks stock rose S4 to 
S4I.94 a share. 

USA/Lycos will iiave the 
reach of a national cable TV 
network combined with the 
broad range of Internet media, 
communications and com- 
merce capabilities. 

“This places all the neces- 
sary ingredients for electronic 
information and 

commerce ...into one centrally 
and aggressively managed 
enterprise." USA Networks 
Chairman Barry Diller said in 
the statement. There is no 
excuse now for us not to be a 
dominant player as the world 
continues its transition toward 
interactive systems." Diller will 


be chairman or the new com- 
pany and Robert Davis, presi- 
dent and chief executive of 
Lycos, will serve the same 
roles in the merged USA/Lycos. 

The deal caps weeks or spec- 
ulation about whether Lycos 
was seeking to merge with a 
major media company, or form 
a partnership in exchange Tor a 
large investment in the compa- 
ny- 

Until Inst week, Lycos was 
said to have been in "serious 
talks" on such a partnership 
with General Electric Co.'s NBC 
network, according to a source 
familiar with the talks. Other 
reports paired them with Time 
Warner Inc. and German pub- 
lishing and media giant 
Bertelsmann AG. 

Investors more than dou- 
bled the price of Lycos shares 
in the past month, sending the 


stock above $145 from below 
$58 early in the year. The stock 
closed at $127.25 in Monday 
trading on the Nasdaq stock 
exchange. 

The deal offers enormous 
potential for cross-promotion 
between television and the 
Internet. 

USA/Lycos television will 
have the capacity to reach 70 
million homes. Its Home 
Shopping and Ticketmaster 
properties will be able to han- 
dle more than one million tele- 
phone transactions and ship 
more than 200,000 items each 
day. 

On the Intemer, USA/Lycon 
will reach about 30 million 
people, nearly 50 percent of all 
users, through its network of 
Web sites. 

The company will operate 
four of the top 20 Web sites 


including Lycos, a leading 
"portal," nr cent ml suiting 
point lor finding news, elec- 
tronic news, electronic mail, 
online shopping and discus- 
sion groups, and Wl*I> search- 
es. 

Its Ticketmaster Online- 
Gtysearch business runs a net- 
work of 19 online city guides 
in the United States and 
Canada. 

The deal is subject to regu- 
latory approval nnd a vote by 
Lycos shareholders. Internet 
venture fund CMG1 Inc. agreed 
to vote its 20 percent stake in 
Lycos in favor of the deal. Tile 
market capitalization of the 
three companies was around 
$20 billion based on Monday's 
closing stock prices. 

Seagram Co. Ltd. Owns 45 
. percent of USA Networks. 


that laws imposing a 35-hour week would led f 
lu let mil about 4.000 people nnd that it v.xO j 
si iiilv wavs ol obtaining slate aid for this. 

The shaies aie to he listed on the Paiisboutu 
mi I eh. 22. I 

Alter the sale and the creation of some ig, 
sluies. the state’s holding in Air France will fdt 
fi2.fi portent (nun the current 83.9 percent, ail 
will drop furl her to 53 percent in 2003. 1 

Hie initial share listing will leave some iOpt; 
cent ot the aiiline in the hands of pm 
investors a ml 7.7 percent with institution 
investois. officials said. 

The aii line’s pilots will immediately recewW 
percent of the capital, mulct an agreed reduop.' 
in pay in return lot shares, and this will risetof. 1 - 
perceut in 2003 through the distribution offa 
shales. 

Ollier employees will have 3.1 percent off/ 
capital to start with, rising to 5.4 percent. 


DEUTSCHE 
BANK'S MERGED 
TROUBLE 

NliW YOKK IAKPI — New Ml 
top municipal financial official sil 
TttcsO.iv he may iifr his oppow-l 
to the proposed merger tij 
I )e til si lie Bank and Bankers TnS| 
alter meeting with leaders of 
Wi n Id Jewish Congress iVVJCJ. ‘ 
The SI (LI billion merger wu"j 
cieate the world's biggest bar»j 
but city comptroller Alan Hew. 1 
had opposed it because t‘, 
Deutsche Bank's Nazi past. ! 

lie had asked the WJCtoffc' 
their opinion oil whether it 
go ahead and after the meeting 
said: "At some point, we ran?*; 
port Lhal merger, but an 
mciti will be premature now. \ 
Till* bank is tine of 
German firms named In t 1 *' 
action lawsuits brought h 
Holocaust survivors for allej^ 
profiting from slave and to**- 1 
labor during the Nazi era. r 

Ilevesl, who led a J 

campaign Inst year to fo« ^ j 

banks to compensate survfltf j 

Holocaust victims, cannot^ j 
the merger but lie couWpPj* [ 
the merged bank froffl-opjPJ | 
ill New York, the world's { 
capital. , . 

The. meeting here TflWYv 
Monday's talks in .Vto 
between- German 
Minister Bodo Horn 

Bank chief Rolf Breuet, 

and lawyers 
plaintiffs.- '.. v 

. Hotqbach propo^d.^ 

for compensating-^^ 
and 

groups ^(epmede ^ 


, merge p, 
^'cli^hge' 



US SENATE CLOSES THE DOOR 
ON ITS FINAL DELIBERATIONS 
IN CLINTON'S TRIAL 



Washington (DPA) — The US Senate 
voted Tbesday against holding its delib- 
erations in public on the final delibera- 
tions in the trial of President Bill Clinton 
on charges of perjury and obstruction of 
justice. 

The motion for public session, which 
required a change to Senate rules, was 
supported by some 15 Republicans and 
needed two-thirds approval from the 

I 00 Senare members. It failed on a 59- 
41 vote. 


A subsequent motion by Senate 
Majority Leader Trent Lott was passed 
that would allow senators who wish, to 
enter statements on their deliberation 
positions into the official record follow- 
ing the trial. 

With a final vote of 53-47, the body 
approved closure of chamber doors and 
the beginning of deliberations. 

In the closed-door session, only the 
senators and their key aides are allowed 
in the chamber - House of Representatives 


prosecutors and White House lawyers 
are not. 

Republican Kay Bailey Hutchison, a 
proponent of open deliberations, later 
expressed sorrow that the process 
would nor be "in the light of day" 
expected in US congressional opera- 
tions. 

Many Republicans had earlier 
expressed concern that Democrats 
could use open deliberations to deflect 
attention from Clinton's poor conduct 
by launching an attack on GOP prosecu- 
tors . 

And with each senator allowed 15 
minutes to say his piece, the glare of 
publicity could induce each to use his 
fully allotted time, stretching out the 
process everyone wants ended as quick- 
ly as possible. 

Clinton is accused of making per- 
juries. false or misleading slat emeu is to 
a federal grand jury and obstructing jus- 
tice in an attempt in cover up an illicit 
relationship with former White Mouse 
intern Monica Lewinsky. 

Clinton's defense is that while Ins 
behavior may Imvo been reprehensible, 
it did not rise to the level of "high 
crimes and misdemcaiiois” which the 
Constitution says are grounds for 
removal. 

A tally of 67 votes against Clinton, the 
second US President impeached by the 
House of Representatives, is considered 
highly unlikely, and as senators prepared 
to deliberate his fate bipartisan moves 
were under way to fashion some sort of 
censure motion that would still formally 
record the body's ire with Clinton if. as 
expected, he is acquitted. 

The US Constitution, however, does 
not provide for censure, further compli- 
cating efforts by lawmakers who would 
not want acquittal verdicts to be taken 
as either acceptance or condoning of 
the president's personal behavior. 


NATO MEMBERS ESCALATE 
WARNINGS TO SERBS ON KOSOSVO 

MSPHFBSI 



MARLENHE1M, France. (AFP) — 
French President Jacques Chirac 
and German Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder on Tuesday 
said their common approach to 
Kosovo would help to maintain 
pressure on parties in the con- 
flict. 

The Franco -German stance 
•‘will help maintain pressure, to 
get the belligerents to an agree- 
ment," Schroeder said before 
an Informal dinner with Chirac 
in this eastern Frertdt town. 

Chirac said, “We haye the 


same approach on virtually all 
international problems, rhe 
same vision and the same goals. 
It’s the same for Kosovo. We arc 
acting together for pence." 

Schroeder and Chirac, who 
both attended the Tuneral of 
King Hussein of Jordan on 
Monday, were to discuss bilat- 
eral ties, plans to overhaul the 
European Union’s fmarices, 
Kosovo and European defence, 
officials said, .. 
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Belgrade (DPA) — Greece opposes any bonder changes in the Balkans and 
rejects independence for Kosovo as sought by the ethnic AJInnian majority in 
the southern Serb province, Greek Foreign Minister Theodores Pangabs said 
in Belgrade on Hiesday evening. 

Speaking after talks with his Yugoslav counterpart Zivadin Jovanovic, 
Pangalos said that Athens was against the use of force in Kosovo and opposed 
die deployment of foreign troops there before a peace agreement was 
reached. 

He said dial Greece, which is a member of the Nonh Atlantic Theaty 
Organization (NATO), would take part in a peacekeeping mission, but only if 
Belgrade approved, 

Jovanovic stressed at a press conference that Yugoslavia would not allow 
die stationing uf NATO ground forces in K>uuvu under any conditions. 


IHJBUN (AFP) — New laws to cunih.it intimidaliiiii uf conn witnesses in 
Ireland were announced liiesd.iy by Justice Minister John O’Donngliuc. 

Hie minister was addressing parliament over the outcome ora court caw 
last ivtvk when four members of on IRA gang escaped 40 year sentence* for 
murdering a police detective in ,i 199fi post office van robbery. 

'lire foi it pleaded guilty to manslaughter and weic sentenced to between 
1 1 aiul 14 years by Ireland's anti-terrorist Special Criminal Own. 

O'ltrmogJiue denied Haims l<y Sinn I eh. (he political wing »f the Irish 
Republican Anuy IIRAJ, di.it llu- four would qualify fur eaily release under the 
prisoner amnesty section id die Northern liehml peace agreement. 

Hie Irish government ruled nut eaily release for the four during tlu- lin.il 
negotiating session id the agreement in Belfast Iasi April. 

"I v.iuidei how in any diller cm ways we have in say no for people to get the 
message that those involved will run get the benefit of the early release 
terms." he told parliament. 

file new laws will allow witnesses to give evidence by video link. Ir will also 
be made .in offence to attempt in trace wii nesses who have ken relocated .is 
pan of the stale witness protection program. 

A new offence «.f witness intimidation veil I cany a penalty of up to 10 yc.ns 
in prison. 


FREETOWN (AFP) ■— The Sierra Leone Association of Journalists condemned 
TViesday what it called "misdirected violence" by rebels against journalists in 
the west African state. 

In a statement, h called on rebels and their allies from an ousted junta to 
"unconditionally release all journalists they Iiave kidnapped," and agree to 
hold discussions with authorities. 

Rebels of the Revolutionary United Front and their ex-junta allies stormed 
the capital Freetown on Jan, 6, before being routed to adjacent hills and sur- 
rounding suburbs a fortnight later. 

Three journalists died during the rebel invasion. At least three more are 
reported missing while a number of others suffered gunsliot and machete 
wounds. 

The SLAJ called "on all irariics with the support of the international com- 
munity to help resolve the conflict and save the people of Sierra Leone from 
more carnage and mayhem." 1 

“It is disheartening to note that amputation, rape and murder of civilians 
should be a strong part or a people purported to be bringing peace to their 
people," the statement said. 




FORT WpRTH.Tbxas (AFP) —American Airlines said it cancelled nearly a third 
of its scheduled flight sThesday as pilots stayed off the job to press claims in a 
burgeoning labor dispute. 

But the company also announced that talks with the Allied Pilots 
Association, which broke off on Friday would resume later Tliesday. 

AMR, die airline's parent company, announced that the second largest US 
| carrier cancelled 730 of Its 2,250 domestic and international flights after.' 
grounding 500 planes un Matotay amid a stalemate In laJfr.wftff (lip /tel' 
Pilots Association (APA). ■ ' 1 • j ! ' 
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(Continued from page 24) 
evening before U.S. Embassy person- 
nel, recounting how Hussein saved 
Israeli-Palestinian talks at Wye. "This 
whole thing is about to come apart," 
Clinton said he told Hussein. “I said, ‘If 
you come down they won’t have the 
courage to walk away from here with- 
out an agreement." "Hillary and I have 
had many unbelievable experiences as 
a result of the great honor of serving in 
the White House," Clinton said. "But 
among chose I will treasure most, 
every day of my life, are the times we 
had with the king of Jordan.” 

Los Angeles Times 


They filed past King Hussein's Flag- 
shrouded coffin in remarkable homage 
Monday, many of them sworn enemies 
who until recently were bent on mutu- 
al destruction. Presidents and kings, 
inuftis anti sultans, generals and spies 
paused to pray for the Middle East's 
longest-serving ruler and to salute 
Jordan's appearing together in public 
for the First time who put aside their 
grievances to share in a moment of 
grief. In a funeral steeped in ancient 
Islam ic tradition and royal ritual. 
Hussein was laid to rest in the 
Hashemite dynasty cemetery near 
Raghadan Palace. His body, wrapped in 
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a simple white doth in keeping wirh 
Muslim custom, was lifted from its cas- 
ket and placed in the new monarch, 
Abdullah II, on the First full day of his 
reign. 

Even in death, Hussein commanded 
an unprecedented assembly of world 
leaders-some ground under a wide 
green canopy. Abdullah and his four 
brothers, Princes Faisal, All, Hamzeh 
and Hashem, vvarched silently from the 
graveside. 

The Christian Science Monitor 

W.vlnn AiiiJiLaJrinflJUiuiBJflflag 

As tearful Jordanians mourn the 
passing of King Hussein, they are 
reflecting on the example that the 
Mid east's longest-serving monarch has 
set for his son Abdullah, who ascended 
the throne yesterday. 

An icon of Middle East peace who 
steered his country to a treaty with 
Israel in 1994, Hussein was a powerful 
example of how. in a region of little 
democracy, personalities drive politics, 
analysts say. 

From Israel to Iran, charismatic lead- 
ers have changed the face of this 
region for better or worse - not 
because of what title they hold, but 
because of how they personally influ- 
ence their enemies and their friends. 
But these characteristics also set a 


precedent for those who follow that is 
often impossible to match, analysts 
say. 

Boston Globe 

Disputes, set aside for funeral of 
Hussein 

As world leaders converged on this 
small desert nation yesterday lo mourn 
King Hussein, the Middle F.ast's most 
bitter enemies suspended their differ- 
ences for a day. 

In death as in life, the monarch 
brought together hostile countries like 
Israel and Syria, the Unired States and 
Iraq, and reminded them of the need 
for a lasting peace in the region. 

Hussein's funeral was a somber and 
extraordinary gathering of nearly 50 
heads of state and hundreds of digni- 
taries and delegations from 75 nations 
who came to honor a man who ruled 
this nation through a half century of 
turmoil, conflict and tenuous peace 
before dying of cancer Sunday at the 
age of 63, 

Perhaps not since the death in 1970 
of French President Charles de Gaulle 
has a funeral bound together so many 
nations. 

Chicago Tribune ■ 

Pmanrafar Evan In P«th 

In a somber day of heartfelt mourn- 
ing, Muslim custom and Arab 
pageantry, presidents and potentates 


joined King Hussein's grieving subjects 
in paying their last respects Monday to 
the Middle Eastern monarch hailed as 
one of the world's great pern emakers. 

As Hussein was buried in a simple 
while shroud in from of Ids sons ami 
brothers, lie proved that, even in 
death, he could bring erstwhile ene- 
mies together and insphe the admira- 
tion of nations fat mme poweilul than 
Ills. 

Among the dozens of dignitaries 
who came to bid Hussein I ii re well were 
Middle Eastern lenders who bad never 
appeared at flic same event. In a last- 
minute surprise, Syrian President 
Hafez Assad attended, steering clear of 
a laige Israeli delegation led by Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. At one 
point, Israeli President lizer Wciznwn 
shook the band of Syrian-based 
Palestinian guerrilla leader Naycf 
Hawatmeh, sparking bitter controversy 
among the Israelis. 

Time Magazine 

Syria Sanrii a Signal 

Nothing like a funeral to prompt 
some healing of family feuds. Syria’s 
President Hafez Assad’s surprise arrival 
at Monday's burial of King Hussein may 
signal a renewed willingness to pursue 
regional peace efforts, which broke 
down following the slaying, of Prime 
Miqfster Yitzhak Rabin. "Assad knew 


Hint people would be reading ihfC- 
nab at Hussein's funeral.’ 
Middle East correspondent * 
MacLeod. “Showing up . 
attended by Israeli leaden ‘‘j 
President Clinton suggests he 
get back into some sort ofp» ; 
process." i 

| 

l.os Angeles Times 
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By shifeto ftihfflri ■ 

King Hussein was not just the W" 
Jordan but the king of an eraW 
lug from flu? scene nor h. 

loss or a central figure in ■■ 
politics in the second p i: 

century, but also of a 
bilizing force in a trouble _ a ; •;! 
the West, the king was W"" 
long-standing Arab-lsraell.P^' . 
departure further high!!#* - j 

of many Arab leaders, £ 

winding down of the post-, .j, 

friend and forceful jj 

king's legacy will surely _ , . 

peace efforts, but his 

are more extraordinary ; ; 

teenage king of a ^ ■ 

resource-poor .kingdom-.-^ 

by powerful and.amblw*^^, t;. : 
Hussein survived 
carve out animportijnt^.^A^ 
tiiider the irtitMt . dlftW- 
'stances... ■V,.-':-:; 


By SHARON BEGLEY and MARTHA BRANT 
The greatest threat ro international sport 
isn't payoffs in Salt Lake. It's ’doping," the 
use or dangerous performance-enhancing 
dn«s. Do officials turn a blind eye? 

It started to go wrong Tor French cyclist 
Envan Menthour between Paris and Nice, 
when race officials tapped him for random 
drug resting. Just before the 1997 competi- 
tion, he had taken erythropoietin (GPO), an 
anemia drug that increases the number of 
red cells in the blood and thus an athlcre's 
endurance. Mend tour's trainer and docror 
swung Into action, desperately trying to 
thin out his blood before he gave a blood 
sample. They started an IV drip of dulled 
glucose. They bled him. But still he rested 
positive. He was thrown off the raring dr- 
am • but not Tor long. He claimed rhat his 
red count seemed high not because he'd 
taken EPO but because he had had diarrhea 
and was dehydrated. Menthour was back on 
his wheels in two weeks. In fact, his excus- 
es were all a sham: for almost as long as 
he'd been racing. Menrlionr tells 
NEWSWEEK, lie had been taking drugs 
(doping) to improve his performance. "For 
(wo years I took EPO. growth hormone, 
anabolic steroids, tesrosrerone. ampheta- 
mine,' " lie says. "Just about everything. Unit 
was parr of the job." 

The drumbeat or scandal has filled news- 
casts and sports pages all year, with revela- 
tion after revelation about the Salt Lake 
City Olympics organizing committee 
spreading around money and oriter favors 
to win the 2002 Games. But a little ginft in 
Utah pales beside wh.tr a growing number 
of coaches, trainers, officials and nthleres 
iall the real scandal In spurts. The greatest 
threat to the image, integrity and even lire 
continued existence «>f elite-level inrerna- 
linnal competitions from the World Cup in 
the Tour dc France to the Olympic Games 
themselves Is the use of illicit performance- 
enhancing drugs. “Doping" among wuild- 
dass comperuors is rampant , admit many 
athletes, and the governing bodies of indi- 
vidual spurts. as well as the International 
Olympic Committee, turn a blind eye. “Tire 
IOC. charges epidemiologist CJtarlcs 
Ycsalis of Pennsylvania State University, nn 
e*perc on Olympic doping, “has known 
about the drug epidemic in sport for cite 
st 40 years and has covered it up. There is 
no difference between the bribery scandal 
and the drug epidemic in the Olympics. 
They are intertwined." 

On!)- the most naive sports fan can still 
be shocked • shocked! - that drugs and nth- 
etes g0 t0 8«her like socks and sweat. The 
pressure to win is crushing, the millisecond 
difference between gold and silver can 
amount to millions in endorsement con- 
tacts and appearance fees and the banning 
o oping agents in some sports bur not 
* ers introduces a moral loophole that a 
rainer can drive a relay team through. 
ma WOn< kr, then, that one athlete after 
“ Seft'rtg nailed for doping. But 
n more seem ro be getting away with it. 
Part, that reflects the ever more sophistl- 
. * tuscs Gainers and coaches use to 
u c the IOC's drttg-testlng system, which 
een part of the Games since 19G8. 
ut new evidence emerging in the wake 

the inr* 1 scan< ^ su Sgosts that 

frrm, tJ- and 50,116 sporT federations, far 
sta * wart defenders of die 
EL£ 0f ath lcticlsni, are soft on drugs. 

« contend that the IOC. for instance. 
r ^' scatt fed positive results, 

G * a ^ W ° Uld r0rnish lhe lma B e ofi the 
f , 1 A* 15 * die IOC continues to use inef- 

ouitvir CS ? ns meth ods that" athletes can 
KjCi wwm dla,len 80- Last week, at the 
in Lsi«T Conrerence on Doping in Sport ■ 
La “»nne, Switzerland, this dirty Jttk 


secret exploded into public view. There, 
representatives of federations that run such 
sports as cycling, soccer and track and field 
failed to reach agreement on a mandatory 
two-year ban for doping: sports otganiza- 
lions led by soccer and cycling vetoed that 
as too draconian. Delegates couldn’t even 
agree on how tu establish an international 
ami-doping agency, which was rhe ostensi- 
ble purpose of the conference, in large part 
because European and American spons offi- 
cials balked at letting the iOC run It. 
Afterward. Canadian swimmer Mark 
Tewksbury ■ three-time Olympic medalist, 
member of the Canadian Olympic 
Association and of international swim- 
ming's athlete commission - resigned his 
Olympics posts in protest over ‘the inability 
of the IOC to seriously dean its own 
house." He told NEWSWEEK, "If there’s 
bribery in (selecting) Olympic cities, there's 
bribery in drug testing." 

The IOC flat-out denies rhat. Since 1967, 
the IOC's medical code has prohibited dop- 
ing, which it defines as the use of ‘sub- 
stances belonging to prohibited classes of 
pharmacological agents aini'or the use of 
prohibited methods." Since the 1%8 
Summer Games in Mexico City, the IOC lias 
been routinely testing competitors for 
these agents. An athiere caught doping 
laces (lie loss of medals and a suspension 
from competition. Prince Alcxandie de 
Merode. who lias headed the IOC's Medical 
Commission fm all of its 31 years, is umc- 
pcninm in the face of criticism of the IOC. 
"We are nut speaking of the past," lie said 
Iasi week. "We have ro speak of the future 
... This Kimferenu') is the first time that I 
hear evciybody saying duping is an impor- 
tant problem." He called his uitics" charges 
"coldiy instilling.'' 

If doping is, as tie Merode noticed, sud- 
denly "an important piohlem,” it is paiilv 
because the newest doping agents pose the 
risk of serious health problems, and even 
death. Rut the larger reason is that ir is 
ridiculously easy to dope and not got 
caught. Doping and detection are like an 
arms nuc. First, traineis discover a perfor- 
mance-enhancing drug. Then, sports offi- 
cials develop n test for it. Trainers retaliate 
by Inventing a way to elude the detectors. 
So far, doping has stayed a lap ahead. 
“Undetectable drugs are 90 percent of esti- 
mated doping cases," says Hein 
Verbruggen, head of International cycling. 

Czech tennis pro Petr Korda tested posi- 
tive for the steroid nandrolone after the 
Wimbledon quarterfinals last May, for 
instance. (Protesting that lie did not know 
how the chemicals got into his system, he 
avoided the onc-yeat suspension the 
International Tennis Association is sup- 
posed to impose.) But American pro Jim 
Courier charged that steroids are far from 
rhe worst abuse in tennis. “EPO is the prob- 
lem.'’ Courier told NEWSWEEK. "I have 
pretty strong suspicions that guys are using 
it on the tour. I see guys who are out there 
week'in and week out without taking rests. 
EPO can help you when it's the fifth set and 
you’ve been playing for four-and-a-half 
hours." Although the endurance-building 
effects of EPO last for about two weeks. Its 
use can't be detected in urine at all or In 
blood for more than a day or so after the 
athlete stops raking it. 

EPO is only one weapon In a pharmaceu- 
tical arsenal of performance-enhancing Sub- 
stances flowing through sports. Stimulants 
like amphetamines, ephedrine and caffeine 
were the first substances to land on tire 
IOC's list oF banned agents, and- they’re still 
popular. They prpvide a quick pop of ener- 
gy, and jo arc a favorite of sprinters, eyefists 
and swimmers. They are an ingredient, of 
. many : . Mth|M i medications. Exercise-. • 


induced asthma lias inexplicably stricken 
many Olympians, including 60 percent of 
the U.S. team in 1994, and medical use of 
stimulant inhalants is allowed. Are stimu- 
lants detectable? Sure, If your trainer's JQ 
matches his hat size. They dear the urine in 
hours, so all an athlete has in do is not take 
them too close to her event. If you’ve been 
using ron soon before your race, (here arc 




always "masking agents." Probenecid, for 
one, inhibits substances from reaching the 
urine. And urine tests are all the IOC 
requires: blood rests, which can defect 
more substances, are deemed too invasive. 

Anabolic steroids, almost all of them 
derivatives of the hormone lestuKteione. 
arc the mothers »f nil doping agent*. They 
build muscles. By most estimate*, an ath- 
lete can improve strength at least 5 percent 
by taking steroids either m ally or thnuiglt 
injection during high-intensity training. 
Drug-detection machines, such as the high- 
resolution mass spectrometer used at the 
Allaitia Games in 19%, can he limed t<> 
detect any synthetic steroid; the Atlanta lab 
tested foi Kill dillerc-m types. Bill the Ur. 
Feelgoods of spoil can linker with the mol- 
ecular si i uc tnre ul cnmmnn sierniils. so 
they slip tin ouch. There .tie 11 I tanned 
Steroids." says •me American coach cvlm 
says he developed drug regimes for mlik les 
in All, int i. Thu ilic testosterone molecule 
is rivinue.ibk- in millions ul ivav:.. All von 
have to do is make a sieioid nm on the li 
Or. uinph’ !'V going cold turkey a Jew work* 
hdnre competition, an atllieie can gel the 
muscle-bulking effects without getting 
caught. If dial seems Ion chancy, athletes 
can use a diuretic. These drugs, which .ire 
also banned, dilute the urine. That makes 
illicit substances virtually undetectable. 

More and more athletes are turning u> 
the source o! all steroids: testosterone- 
itself. Natural levels vary, so sports federa- 
tions and the IOC try to detect doping indi- 
rectly. They measure the relative amounts 
of testosterone and another natural steroid 
called epitestosrerone. In most people, 
testosterone levels are no more than twice 
epi levels. But to allow for individual varia- 
tion. the IOC set the prohibited level at any- 
thing over 6-to-l. That means an athlete 
can dope hlmseff up to. say. five limes Iris 
normal testosterone levels, and get away 
with it. How much of an edge would that 
provide? A male athlete with a typical 
testosterone/epitestostcrone ratio of 1.3- 
to-1 could boost that lo 6-to-l, stay within 
the IOC limit and improve his performance 
at least 10 percent. Women, with a natural 
ratio of 2.S-to- 1, could do even better, since 
they have less testosterone to begin with 
and so are more sensitive to added 
amounts. Testosterone can give women 
beards, deep voices and tough skin, ft can 
make men's breasts swell and testicles 
shrivel. 

The doping agents of choice today ore 
substances that cannot be detected in 
urine: EPO and human growth hormone. 
Even though the performance-enhancing 
effects ofltGH are unproved, many athletes 
believe it boosts energy. (Athletes dubbed 
the Atlanta Olympics "The Growth 
| Hormone Games") hCH can also cause 
grotesque skeletal deformations by stimu- 
lating abnormal bone growth, EPO, by 
increasing the production of red blood cells 
up to tenfold, can turn blood the coiulstcn- 
cy of yogurt, making it too thick to flow 
ftfely. Tlte misuse of EPO has apparently 


killed at least 18 Dutch and Belpian cyclists i 
since 1987. \ 

A handful of other drugs have lower pro- | 
files but are popular among athletes look- | 
mg for any edge. Plain old sodium blear ■ j 

bonale postpones lactic-acid buildup, for , 
instance, preventing muscle fatigue, Done ( 
two or three hours before a race, 'soda , 
loading" is especially popular among 400-. , 

800- and 1 ,500-inctc-r runners, even though 
it's banned. Beta blockers, also banned, arc 
cardiac drugs that slow the heart. They arc 
popular among biathletes and archers who 
need steady hands. Since hands arc steadier 
between beats, the longer the Interval, the 
more time in aim and fire. 

Although men do net seem to dope inure 
than women, or vice versa, athletes in some 
sports dope more than others. "In some 
spurts, such as cycling, it is not possible to 
compete if you are not using drugs," says 
Dr. Gabriele Rusa, who advises Kenyan urn- 
nets. “The culiutc ul doping is spreading tu 
Nordic skiing and especially lunin-rs." Yet 
little is detected file, mllecled by tile Fast 
German secret police iluiiimcitl that many 
of that u*iumv\ .n Jil>.-i were snaked in 
.in, tint! it si ci old b from ,it least 1969 on. Yet 
the IOC neve i once ci light a single Mer.rid- 
linppiiig l ; .i«i i'.l-i ni.in. And m the l.i-a 
decade 27 C hinese swimmers have tested 
positive. ,ti wm Id meets. I nr ha lined Mil)- 
stances. ’I lie unu id twin lining ted er. ill on. 
regarded at inngli oil dings, c.ttigln litem. 
Hie lot didn’t. 

At lire At lain lire., several ,uli|i-ie* 

tested positive lm I'mlsviviid. the kiniiccl 
masking age in. Bin the K'u' took n<> action, 
nnlv two OKinpi.nl-> letted positive Ira 
Meinid-i hill ilinii.il |ill,irntncoli>-.;isl 
iJnii.iM t'.nlni. wli<> inn. a ding -testing lab 
,K IK I A and uvi-r..,m' the Atlanta re-sniig. 
said that mhci positive samples went nine- 
purled. “There were several other Menod 
positive* ft mi i a i eii nd the end <«l the 
Giiniei." c.n lilt mid a l.omlmi newspaper. T 
can lltiiil. nl no reason why they I were I not 
amtoimcecl.’' .Snys »ne member nl tile USCU' 
drug committee: "HOC. president |u,in 
Antonin) Samaranch decided the Olympic 
were over after the last e\ cut. There would 
lie no more res ling." No confirmation tests 
were ordered fur positive samples. He 
Merode said lie chose not to follow up on 
positives because he did not trust the new 
SI million mass spectrometers. Also, lie 
said, the IOC feared rhat the results would 
not withstand legal challenge by an athlete, 
who could accuse the iab of mixing up or 
doctoring samples, O. J. Simpson-like. 

But critics suspect other motives may 
lead the IOC to tacitly allow drugs. "So 
many Olympic records were made with the 
help of drugs, and people like to see 
records broken." says a former American 
rower, “in some spons, like track and 
weight lifting, it is considered practically 
impossible to break records * dean."" When 
Canadian sprinter Ben Johnson tested posi- 
tive for steroids in Seoul in 1988, he was 
stripped of his gold medal and die Games 
suffered a block eye. They will never let 
something like that be made public again," 
says Penn State's Yesalis. "The Olympics 
took such a terrible PR hif that superstars 
could have drugs oozing out of tlieir eye- 
balls and the IOC still wouldn't call it." And 
the Olympics depend on sponsors. “It's very 
simple," charges John Leonard, executive 
director of the American Swimming 
Coaches Association. "The IOC doesn't 
want sponsors to be unhappy, and sponsors 
are unhappy any time their brand name is 
tarnished. Tliat's why the |OC doesn’t want 
the full extent nf doping revealed." 

The depth of suspicions about the IOC 
became clear at the anU-dopihg conference 
. In Lausanne List week: The IOC had called 


the meeting lo establish an agency that 
would determine how and when tu test fur 
performance-enhancing drugs, establish 
penalties and get the international govern- 
ing bodies of sports such as FINA (swim- 
mins) and IAAF (track and field) to agree tu 
the same rules. Tile IOC also intended to 
control the new agency. It didn't work out 
that way. Politicians and spons officials 
from Europe and the United States demand- 
ed that the IOC keep an arm's length away 
from the agency. Said Danish Sport Minister 
Elseheth Gerncr Nielsen, “Hie IOC has 
proved that they ilon't have the power or 
the will to take care of the fight against 
doping." 

Evidence of its luck of will? Last year tire 
IOC recugnizvd hndylniilding, which is 
notoriously sieroid-sonkeil, as an official 
sport. Last July Samaranch called fitr 
decreasing the mimlier nl drugs on lire 
banned list. Only two days before last 
week's meeting, de Mermle suggested liiat 
die IOC reduce penalties against athletes 
caught using. Ami in a peiTumiaua* that 
m mured many delegates, the IOC threw 
rolil water on wliai may Ire lire most signil- 
iianl breakthrough in ding u-sting in years 
,i lest fm hum an growl h hormone devel- 
oped (>y endocrinologist (Vie! ‘•nnkseii of 
St. llinmas” I Icibpii ,il in !.iuiili>ti. It would 
use hlood ill awn honi the ear lobe ut lin- 
ger. lhe IOC SJid ibe lest needed an addi- 
tional V~» million Worth ot v.-oik. 

llieie .lie low-let li Mtau-gie* in detect 
doping, however. Hire is ■<> institute Ite- 
•Itierii. r.Kidorn. tuit-oi r unifier if mn testing. 

.is i -iii.ulu and a h-uulUil other countries 
base. Anabolic steroid s. tor in si. nice, “are 
naming ding-. il<>i something you lake lire 
•lay ol llu- ciniipelilioii." miles Bob 
Armstrong, duel counsel tm a laud mart. 

( jn.nli.in commission t hot investigated 
doping in spun. Al cniwpelitimis yon catch 
people win. are eilliei siupnl nr careless. 

'Ion lived oiit-iif-cuiilpctiiioii lesiing." lire 
IOC clncsiiT ni.lud.iic- th.it. In adrliiioii. 
spun federations could ileev.e nil urine 
samples and subject litem u> each new 
detection test that comes along. “If you 
knew that lire muletc-aable drug you used 
today might be pe Mealy delectable a few 
years from now. and ynur medals would he 
taken, and your reputation destroyed, that 
would make a diflfeicnce." says American 
runner Frank Shorter, who won gold at 
Munich Ili 1972' and silver in Montreal in 
1976. "You would wait for thar knock on 
your door the rest of your life. Tltat’s the 
deterrence." 

Doping has now spread beyond elite 
spore. ‘The reason we are involved in this is 
the 52 million American children,'' White — 
House drug czar Barry McCaffrey said at the 
IOC doping conference. That isn't just 
rhetoric. Since home-run king Mark 
McGwire admitted to using androsiene- 
dione last summer, andro use among kids 
has soared fivefold, he says. And a study in 
the journal Pediatrics last year found that 
2.7 percent of Massachusetts middle-school 
athletes were using steroids. 

Better drug-detecting strategies and 
technologies alone won’t make sport clean. 
Athletes themselvos have to believe that 
the IOC (iltd Internal ional sport federations 
will, nt least eventually, catch anyone who 
uses performance-enhancing drugs. They 
have to bclloye, in other words, that their 
competitors aren't getting a free pass. 
Absent that trust, .many athletes will not 
. resist the siren call of swifter, higher, . . 
; stronger through cliemisny. And the luster 
! of the Olympic rings, alrt^idy so tarnished, 

I will dim qvi^ nipre.' { . j'\_ ;• ‘ ■' ! 




GENEVA (AP| - Heavy snow 
brought much or Europe to a 
standstill Tuesday, causing 
major avalanches in the French 
Alps that killed two people and 
left five others missing. 

Roads and airports were shut 
down, mountain villages were 
evacuated and thousands of 
tourists were stranded at ski 
resorts in Switzerland and 
Austria. 

About 200 rescue workers, 
some using sensors and others 
with dogs, were searching For 
those believed trapped inside 
wooden chalets or under the 
snow in the French villages of 
Lc Tour ami Montroc-le-Planet. 
Rescue elTorts were expected to 
continue all night even as snow 
continued to fall. 

Two people, including a very 
young girl, were killed, authori- 
ties said. Five people were miss- 
ing and 1 1 were pulled out 
alive. 

Peter Borgaarri, owner of the 
Hotel les Bees Rouges in 
Montroc, said he saw a giant 
wave of snow crashing down 
toward his building. 

* ‘ My first aim was to evacu- 
ate the customers,” he said. 

’ * My biggest fear now is that 
some of my friends are trapped 
under the snow." 

Bernice Smith, who was vaca- 
tioning more than a mile from 
the avalanche, Telephoned fami- 
ly to let them know she was 
safe _ but stranded at her hotel. 

“The road is buried under 
30 feet of snow now,” said 
Smith, of Reading, Pennsylvania. 
“We can’t go anywhere. We 
can't do any thing. At least we 
have electricity.” 

In Switzerland, about 20 
inches of new snow added to a 
blanket of about 5 feet that has 
fallen since Friday. 

Authorities in Switzerland 
and Austria sounded an a cute 
avalanche alert Tuesday. Dozens 
of people were forced to leave 
villages most at risk. Others 
were told to stay in buildings 
safe from avalanches. 

In Austria, helicopters strug- 
gled against the weather to 
deliver emergency Food and 
medical supplies to cut-off 
areas. More than 3.000 tourists 
remained stranded by snow for 
the fourth straight day In the 
resort of Gaituer in the popular 
Tirol region. 

In a bid to keep up the spirits 
of reluctant guests, discos and 
bars stayed open around the 
dock and a special night time 
ski race was organized, said the 
Austrian news agency APA. 

Skiing was banned elsewhere 
because of the avalanche risk. 
The warnings didn't stop 
tourists from looking at the 
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avalanche-prone slopes. 

' ' I adore snow,” said Swiss 
tourist Lisettc Kapp in the 
south western resort of Davos. 

' ' It's been coming down day 
and night, night and day. I 
haven't seen anything like it in 
the 15 years I've been coming 
here” 

But the specter of the 

white death” hung over .the 
central Swiss resort ofWengen. 
where a local couple were killed 
Monday when an avalanche 
crushed their restaurant. 

“We're obviously very sad 
about the accident," said 
tourist office spokeswoman 
Barbara Friedle. “But the 
guests are trying to busy them- 
selves with other things apart 
from skiing, such as shopping." 

Those going to work Tbesday 
faced incredible traffic prob- 
lems. 

A mass plleup forced police 
to close the highway between 
Munich, Germany, and Salzburg, 
Austria. Four people were killed 
in road accidents late Monday 
and early Hiesday in Germany. 

Lilian Kronenberg, whose 
Porsche was stuck helplessly on 
a snow-dogged highway in the 
Netherlands, was exasperated. 

Normally it takes me 35 
minutes to get to work. Today it 
took two and a half hours," she 
complained. 


Drivers in Zurich overloaded 
the cellular phone network. 
Dozens of flights were canceled 
in Switzerland and Germany. 
And trains crossing Europe 


were disrupted. 

In Italy, a 21-year-old railway 
worker was killed when run 
over by a train as he was clear- 
ing snow from the track In the 


Valle d* Aosta region. The busy 
stretch between Florence and 
Bologna was dosed. 

The well-known Simplon 
Express between Venice and 


Paris was forced to nub In 
detours. High-speed tni»R 
ellng between Switztrbnli- 
France were reduced to jb ' 1 


SALT LAKE CITY; (AFP) - Former Salt Lake 
City Olympic bid executives Tom Welch and 
Dave Johnson orchestrated a pay-off 
scheme that was disguised from other offi* 

. dais, an independent ethics panel report 
released here Hiesday said. 

A report of more than 300 pages high- 
lighted by organizing committee chairman 
Robert Gaiff showed ethical violations and 
no supporting documentations of pay- 
ments to international Olympic Committee 
members and their relatives. 

But lawyers for the organizing committee 
said there was no evidence of bribery or 
other criminal misconduct. Nor was there 
evidence of paid sex escorts for some IOC 
members, the report said. 

Several key witnesses refused to be 
interviewed by the panel in the wake of a 
US justice Department probe that could 
produce criminal charges. 

No access was available to personal 
financial data and bank statements by key 
witnesses. 

The report said the trustees were kept in 
the dark by Welch and Johnson, the panel 
finding no trustees who knew about the 
pay-off fend by Welch for IOC officials. 

"The executive committee paid little 


attention to specific expenditures so long 
as the budget balanced.” Gnrlf said, “ii 
would have been reasonable for the 
trustees to establish policy." 

Welch and Johnson were forced out of 
their posts after the scandal broke. 

Another key factor, the report found, was 
that there was no mechanism within the 
organizing committee to allow staff work- 
ers to bring concerns about pay-outs to 
trustees and In some cases people were 
specifically told by Welch not to contact the 
trustees. 

Welch was also found to be sharing an 
account with embattled IOC member Jean- 
Claude Ganga. 

Welch and Johnson have maintained their 
innocence of criminal wrongdoing and said 
many trustees, including Utah governor 
Mike Leavitt, were aware of the pay-outs. 

And while the panel report cites that 
there was no physical evidence trustees 
authorized any improper payments, there is 
no way to be certain officials did not dose 
their eyes to problems without bringing the 
matter to a vote. 

Critics of the Olympic bid for Salt Lake 
were in die audience. 

Utahns for Responsible Public Spending 


leader Stephen Pace waved i • * 
label aimed at Leavitt that read. ^ 
2002 Whitewash." _ 

Tile report made nine 
for action In the wake of the ^ j 
ducts, including: 

- The IOC making and enforcing 
rules on contact between bid 

and the IOC. 

- the IOC requiring bid 
for all money spent on IOC 

- The IOC preventing bid 

from contributing to Olympic*® , 
national Olympic committees ^ 
bid process. , ^ 

- The Salt Lake organ^ijj 0 ^ 
rules for relationships with * 
hereafter, creating an 

for employee concerns, 
approval before making 
questioning and a 
organizing committee SpP 
agement directing com f 

Asked If Salt Lake.W^^ 
merit rather than payoWTO- itfl 
J am 4 S J 0 rflneMd,"W^ff 
and square^' '■ ■’ ■ ’ ..... " 


Munich - CIA chief George Tenet has spent 
years working in Washington, l ie has been 
3 senator's assistant, later a secretary of 
ihe Senate Intelligence Committee and 
now he controls a 30 billion dollar budget. 
He knows his way around the back alleys of 
politics and is one of the heavy hitters in a 
political hardball game among friends. 

On Tuesday. Germany’s- representatives 
in Washington tried once again to get back 
the old East German secret police (Stasi) 
dies that the Americans, in the confusion 
of the first heady days after the Berlin Wall 
opened, spirited away from the Stasi’s cen- 
tral offices in Berlin - but it seemed as if, 
for every two steps forward that they took, 
they also took one step backwards. 

August Hanning, head of Germany’s 
Federal Intelligence Service, spent much of 
Ijst week in Washington and Tbesday Bodo 
Hombncli, minister of state Tor Germany’s 
chancellor's office, led discussions about 
the return of the documents. The chances 
are not bad that U.S. 

President Bill Clinton and German 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder will 
announce an agreement during their 
upcoming meeting in Washington on 
Thursday. 

If they do, the whole body of Slnsi infor- 
mal ion gathered over 40 years of Germans 
spying on other Germans will probably 
start trickling back to Germany bit by bit. 
Germany's Federal Commission lor 
Documents of the Former Last Germany’s 
Stare Security Service, called the Gamk 


Authority after its 57-year-old head. 
Joachim Gauck, will probably be involved 
in the information transfer since the docu- 
ments will ultimately go to his agency. 

Germany's effort to get back the Stasi 
files, which the CIA, in an operation code- 
named Rosewood, was able to get out of 
the Stasi offices in East Berlin from right 
under the noses of West German intelli- 
gence agencies, has been going on for 
years. Former German intelligence service 
co-ordinator Bemd Schmidbauer shuttled 
back and forth to Washington in a series of 
vain pilgrimages seeking to get back the 
spy files, but the CIA always turned him 
down. 

Other German intelligence service boss- 
es had fared no better. “No way,” the CIA 
told former German Federal Intelligence 
Service boss Hans-Joerg Geiger - the 
Germans, they said, had already received 
all the material, or at least nil of it that 
might interest them. 

Stuck at the end of a dead-end alley in 
Dec ember of Inst year. German intelligence 
chiefs asked the chancellor's office miuis- 
tci, Bodo Hombach, to try to approach the 
question on a political level. 

Hombach reportedly reached ait agree- 
ment in principle about the files very 
quickly - but the devil is in the details, ami 
there were sever.il conflicting opinions 
about rhe way in which the return of the 
documents should he accomplished. 

Hie Americans suggested giving tile 
Germans rhe material mi CD-ROM while 


rhe Germans profcirecf to get everything 
back on paper, in its original form. Hut that 
was just a minor cultural difference. 

Then the project ran into real problems - 
senior CIA officers began registering their 
objections to the project. And Tenet him- 
self cited, possible problems with American 
lawyers as another potential difficulty. 
Cases against exposed secret agents could 
fall apart if the documents were relumed 
to the Germans, they said. But now, if 
Clinton and Schroeder reach agreement, a 
German-Amoricon working group will start 
preparing for the return of the documents. 

The Americans have already said they 
don't want to return any files which might 
give information about U.S. citizens, and 
because Danish diplomats in Washington 
have registered their objections to the files 
being relumed in Germany, the files are 
also being purged of any material refining 
to Denmark. 

Distiust remains on both sides. The 
Americans have rejected one negotiator 
afler another drawn front the ranks of 
Germany's secret service, saying that 
German intelligence agencies are inn inse- 
cure. Germany’s Federal Intelligence 
Service, for its pm l. is looking I'm waul in 
receiving the files but rakes a jaded view «f 
the whole file return process. 

"They just aren’t going to give us the 
really juicy suiil," said one Gentian st ciei 
agent. 

by I Ians l.oycmleckei 
Sued dent stile Zeitung 


BRITAIN SEEKS TO TIGHTEN IMMIGRATION 


LONDON (AFP) - New govern- 
ment legislation to curb rocket- 
ing refugee numbers and raise 
deportations of illegal immi- 
grants was announced in 
London Hiesday. 

Home Secretary Jack Straw's 
On immigration aims to 
speed up assessments of gen- 
uine asylum claims, which at 
present can take years, while 
weeding out bogus cases. 

Hie proposed legislation sets 
3 target of two months to con- 
s 'der claims, with only one 
f nance of appeal, meaning all 
cases should be processed in 
s w months. 

Other measures include a 
crackdown on sham marriages, 
“ , ,0 evad e Immigration law. 
facing state cash support 
with vouchers and food, and 

rt?™!’ r P 10 2 - 00 ° P^nds 
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The home secretary said the 
modernized system would be 
“fairer, faster and firmer.’' 

"It’s one appeal only,” he told 
the BBC. admitting he expected 
deportations to rise. “Under 
this system we shall certainly 
get up the number of removals 
to a much higher level than 
before." 

“That's crucial to make the 
system faster, so if we do make 
It faster and firmer then there 
will be less of an incentive for 
ihe bogus people to come 
here." 

Nothing would alter 
London's "international obliga- 
tions to genuine people who 
ate being persecuted," insisted 
the home secretary. 

But he added: "Ut us be in 
no doubt, this is the most com- 
prehensive reform of the immi- 
gration and asylum system we . 
have ever seen." 

"We now have 10 times the 
number of asylum seekers that 
we had, say 10 years ago, and 
that's the situation’ jn most 
European countries. We have 
got to modernize the system." 

Recent official figures 
showed 46,000 people sought ; 


wailing to be processed from 
previous years, the number of 
asylum seekers whose fate is 
yet to be decided is 75.00U. 

In addition the Home Office 
estimates the number of illegal 
immigrants secretly at large at 

20.000. Other reports put the 
number or fake marriages at 

10.000, 

Immigration officers have 
warned of the growing “racket" 
in human trafficking, in which 
individuals pay . an average 
8.0Q0 pounds (11.200 euros) 
for a ticket tp. London. 

Refugee .organizations have 
criticized the bill. 

. Nidr Hardwick, chief execu- 
tive, of the Refugee Council, 
said the proposals, the third 
, shake-up in a decade, were a 
•’mishmash" of . suggestions 
which risked plunging, the sys- 
tem into even greater chaos. 

"The government promised 
to introduce an asylum system 
that was firm, fast and. fair, 
these proposals are certainly 
.firm - but, we see no evidence 
that they will be fair or fast." 

. But opposition Conservative 
interior spokesman Sir Norman 
Fowler criticized the bill for not 


A poll in Tuesday's Guardian 
i lews p. i per suggested 53 per- 
cent ol people thought immi- 
gration and asylum laws should 
be tightened, compared with 
36 percent who thought they 
were strict enough. 

But two-thirds of the more 
than 1.000 Britons questioned 
afso thought that immigration 
had made Britain more open to 
new* ideas and culture. 


Bono (f>PA) - Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder said 
Tuesday he would 
trim plans for a major over- 
linn I of t lie nation's 80-year- old 
nationality law and seek calks 
with German opposition after 
losing his majority in parlia- 
ment's upper chamber iu a 
regional election. 

"The majorities have 
changed in the Hunt les rat and 
that forces us to begin deal- 
ing," said Schroeder in an inter- 
view to be published 
Wednesday in the 
Sueddeut&che Zeituug newspa- 
per. 

Schroeder Lost his majority in 
parliament's upper house 
Sunday after Ins Social 
Demo unis ISPD) were defeated 
in Hesse state elections. The 
Bn tides rat, or uppei house, 
represents the 1f» states ami 
must approve most domestic 
legislation. 

Through its new Biiiidesr.it 
blocking minority the opposi- 
tion Christian Democratic 
alii. ime (Cmi/CMI> can prevent 
passage ol the government's 
citizenship refrain and uthei 
legislation sauh as plans in 
Jose Gei tunny's l‘J lunleai 
power stations and possibly 
tin* ginviimieiii’s t.i\ lefmin. 

I'.uliet. spl > ihaiim.m and 
Get man It name minister. <k).it 
l.alnmaine. inld lepmlers the 
Sl'l'i had lost llesse due to wide 
opposition ovei I’.ium's original 
plan to oiler dual nationality m 
almtu halt ol lii'i in. iiiv’s 7.3 
million toreigneis. 

A petition launched l>v tile 
CUU/CSU against the plan gath- 
ered over a million signatures 
in just two weeks. Opinion 
polls show over 60 percent of 
Germans oppose allowing two 
passports. 

Schroeder said his center-left 
government now planned to 
strictly limit dual-nationality. 
Revamped legislation might 
give dual nationality to foreign 
children born iu Germany but it 


would also mandate they 
decide which passport they 
wished to hold after reaching a 
.set age, he said. 

Adult foreigners living in 
Germany would also have to 
give up their old passports to 
become citizens but the proce- 
dures for becoming a German 
national should be made easier, 
said Schroeder, noting this 
only applied lor foreigners who 
spoke the German language 
and did not have a criminal 
record. 

Many SPD voters had been 
unhappy with the proposed 
nationality law, admitted 
Schroeder. 

"The people, especially 
I hose who traditionally vote 
Sl*l >. have a certain problem 
with it. which is partly based 
on a mi si i ml e i standing in that 
they believe dual nationality is 
like a privilege.” he said. 

"Otlieis, above all workers, 
.ue afraid they will have to bear 
the main burden of integration. 
I’hey live in areas where there 
i* a high proportion ut loieign- 
vi s and whore the burden* of 
mivgi.iijnii i on be especially 
lei i." said jn'lnuedei, adding: 
"Hits is inn where the middle 
class lives." 

Analysis ul the Hesse elec- 
tion showed many winkers 
wln» nm mails' voted i>PI» had 

k. ist lull' us l<« the (T)tJ. 

I .it'oiil.iine stressed that 
l»ro.ul bat km}’ would he need- 
ed to iei« u m Germany's nation- 
al ily law. which dates luck to 
1913 mid delines being 

Gciiiun by bloodlines. 

"This is not just about politi- 
cal parties - we need a consen- 
sus in mir society in order to 
integrate foreigners," said 

l. afontaine. 

He pointed out. however, 
that with a fui [her six state 
elections due this year, the SFD 
could still win back the upper 
house majority it had just lost 
iu Hesse. 


FtNMENT MILITIA KILL 47 
EASTERN SIERRA LEONE 



asylum in Britain last year, up going, for enough, saying .the 
from 32.500 in 1997. Of these, actual number of asylum seek- 
• the largest group was from iht vers was higher than the official 
former Yugoslavia, predqm.l- ;' figures show, • • 

nantly from Kosovo, . which , . ; Last year, 46.000 appfijante 
accounted for 7,400, ’ 

Together ’ With applican ts . children, he warned. : 


FREETOWN (AFP) - Forty-seven rebels died at 
the weekend when members of a pro-govern- 
ment- militia recaptured the town of Segbwema 
in eastern Sierra- Leone, journalists in the area 
said Tbesday. . • - 

Media reports said that the Kamajors, a soci- 
ety of traditional hunters fighting for President 
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, "liberated" Segbwema, 
some 255 kilometers east of Freetown, as hun- 
dreds of civilians fled the fighting. 

Scores of houses were burned down during 
the clashes.- 

The town had bgen occupied by rebels of the 
Revolutionary United Front (R.UF) for three 
weeks. 

RUF rebels and their allies from an ousted 
junta are known to be active in eastern and 
northern Sierra Leone. On Jam 6, the rebels 
invaded the capital and fought for control, of 
Freetown for two weeks before being routed by 
the .Nigerian ECOMOG intervention , force into 
adjacent hills and surroyijding suburbs. . : 

Unconfirmed reports reaching the capita! .said 
that more than 20 pfcople; including wonienj .tad' 


children who fled rebel atrocities In the northern - 
town of Makeni, had died of cholera. Health 
authorities are trying to confirm the report. 

The civilians had fled to neighboring villages 
in the Lebasagahun chiefdom. 

Meanwhile, the Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Freetown, Joseph Ganda, is said to be respond- 
ing well to medical treatment at a private clinic ' 
in Guinea after being released from his rebel kid-' 
nappers. 

A top mission official said the 66-year-old 
archbishop "went through arduous times in the 
hands of the rebels before he was finally rescued 
by ECOMOG" 

"The rebels used lit cigarettes to torture the 
archbishop." he said. 

Ganda was one of several priests and nuns 
abducted during the rebel Invasion. 

Four turn? from Mother Teresa’s Sisters of .. .. 
Charity order died in the conflict. One was shot * 
by rebel kidnappers, and three others >Ho wm* - 

caught in a crossfire of bullers died of, their r 

Usuries. . ' ■ y • .. 
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REACTIONS: JORDAN IN THE NEW ERjJ 


Dear Editor. 

The passing of our dear King Hussein is not an ordinary event 
that passes by simply. Tragic as if is. ir also carries many issues 
our people try to find answers to. for skeptics have created 
some room for worries and speculation. 

1 would like to express niy appreciation of your work in this 
respect. What you have successfully done is listening to the 
people most in couch with the matter, i.e.. the Jordanians. 

The reactions you collected from the different sectors of our 
society truly exhibit what the people believe and hope. 

If you allow me. as a Jordanian who cares about his country 
and fellow people. 1 would say that nil fears regarding our 
. future are groundless. 

The wisdom and long-sightedness of the lace King, and his 
right choice of the Hashemite Prince Abdullah as the heir to the 
throne are enough for us to be assured. 

Besides, what Jordan has achieved under the rule of At 
Hussein, and within the framework of his principles provide 
more proof that we will move forward, not the other way. Now 
wc have a strong army, democracy and pluralism, institutions 
and every tool a modem state possesses. 

The unique love rhe Jordanians have for their leader will 
always be the lantern that enlightens the way of our new King 
Abdullah, because this love is a considerable part of his late 
father’s legacy. 

None in this country has any doubts that the noble 
Hashemite soldier HRH Prince Hnssan, is there: supporting, 
advising and wilting to dedicate every moment of his life to the 
stability, continuity and prosperity in this new phase of our his- 
tory. 

Mohammad Atcyya Soud 

Director of Hast Amman Financial Department 


RUSSIAN 

PATRIARCH'S 

CONDOLENCES 


"i believe that this country has lost a 
great man. not only in our area but nil over 
the world. His Majesty was a very wise 
man. He was a great planner and worker, 
he was successful in all his plans during his 
lifetime. Sometimes he disagreed political- 
ly with other neighbouring countries, or 
with people surrounding him but lie never 
let these disagreements last for a long 
time. He always tried to solve all the prob- 
lems quickly. King Hussein put great efforts 
to develop l»s country. We lived with him 
for a long time, we will never forget him. 
Our generation will keep his Majesty's 
memory in their hearts and minds. God 
bless his pure soul. We wish that King 
Abdullah will continue his father's march in 
developing this country and in handling all 
the responsibilities as his father did." 


Said “I feel great sorrow for losing our 
beloved father and leader King Hussein. 
This sudden death shocked all of us, here 
and abroad. His Majesty is a great leader 
who built this country and developed it. 
Our sadness for losing His Majesty will last 
forever." 


Aii Aniavvi: 


His Majesty King Abdullah lias promised 
to follow in his father's fool steps. 
Therefore, no drastic changes me going t«» 
take place. What the new King is expected 
to do is to build on what the late King lias 
founded. 

The support we are receiving from our 
brothers and friends is very good news and 
it will play a great part in the stability and 
continuity of the Kingdom. 

Haj Yousef Al Jariri: 


We trust Sayyidna's vision and insight. 
When he chose HM King Abdullah to be his 
successor he was undoubtedly right and 
wise. After all, our young King has been 
brought up according to military values and 
principles, and, as we know, our army pro- 
duces only real men and great leaders. 

Abdul Haleem Abbas: 


Alone: 

Tile Jordanian people is well rounded and 
politically mature. They will work hand in 
hand with the new King to continue the 
National March according to King Hussein's 
vision. 

The late King never worked alone. By his 


side, there were qualified experts and* 
ci.ilists who faithfully were his right hah 
build up our institutions. These pe®k 
still among us. and will spare our 
advice or effort. • 

Yasser Basbous: 


in his (ill* and after he left us. the 
will always remain a symbol of unhyri - 
solidarity. That's not only among » 
Jordanians, but also at the regional 
international level. i" 

The new era is our challenge. 
Hussein's guidelines will be the frammj 
in which we will always resort. 

Mohammad Abu Zeid: 


The stand taken by the Arab and worlds 
ers has dismissed any fears regardisjy 
future. Their attendance at the tot Iq 
Hussein funeral was a manifestation dfr 
respect they hold for the King, his sikmb 
and Jordan. The promises we have w«V. 
mean a favorable change is about to A 
place. 


Said "l am so sad to say anything, tern id it 
express any of my real feelings. Vfctfidral* 
usual man. we lost a man who has a poani 
every Itotisc in Jordan. Every house in rwavr 
cried lor Hussein, his death is a big shed' 
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Terra Sancta Church 
Tel. 4622360 
Anglican Church 
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Con g re gat ion 

Tel. 5680404 

The Evangelical Local Church In Amman 
Tel. 5911295 


i 1 . 1 !♦: irJ n 1 > m3 • -TImi ,7T.T 


Tel. 4054932 

S LJotliLthe Baptist a t De la Sq|le 
CoKeqo 

Tel. 5661757 


Tel. 4637440 

QraakOrttiQi 

Tel. 4646136 
Church ol Pr 
Tel. 5920146 


402475? 

T he Enaltah-La nuag p Catholic Par iah 
Tel 4614190 

Evangelical Froo Chu rch Tel. 

4692679 

The Baptist Church 
Tel. 4620062 

Th e American Catholic Church Tel. 

4771331 

4775261 
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Amman 

DcTatoul Hus sein Nopf 

Tel. 5601719 

Dr. Abdel Hadi Tii ylm 

Tel 820115 

Dl. Wiaaam Hlzian 

Tel: 748563 


Tel: 779909 

Dr Jjqtam Hanpaup 
Tel: 5153776 


Tel: 735011 
Mudaba 
Dr_Awnl Al I- 
Tel. 544279 

Zarqa 

Dr.Zelad Ga; 
Tel 992991 

Tel: 987565 
Dr.Mahmoud 
Tel: 914070 
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Salt 
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35 t 953 
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Civil Defence Depatment 
5661111 

Civil Defonce Immediate Rescue 
4630341 

Food Control Centre 
4637111 

Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 

102,4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade 

4617101 

Blood Bank 

4775121 

Highway Police 

5343402 

Traffic Police 

4896390 

Public Security Dept. 

4630321 

Hotel Complaints 
5605800 

Price Complaints 

56G1J76 

Water And Sowenigo Complain Is 
4B974G7 

Ammon Municipality Complaints 
4707111 

Telephone Inlormnlion (directory 
assistance) 

121 

Oversens Calls 
0132 

Central Amman Tolcphone 

Rep A Ire 

4623101 

Jordan Tele vis ton 
4773111 
Radio Jordan 
4774 Ml 
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ffk- 'Majesty, Tfie, late, Ting, ftussein 

our hearts and prayers go out to the 

The Hashemite Family 

Jordanians, the Islamic and Arab nations 
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